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PBEFACE. 



The design of this work is to instruct 
the yonng in the principles of the Christian 
religion, hy a coarse of short Sunday services. 
They embrace all the subjects necessary to 
be known. I have strictly avoided touching 
on any of the minor points on which Chris- 
tians disagree for two reasons, the first of 
which was, because I did not consider these 
differences proper to introduce to the notice of 
children — ^who have yet to learn the first prin- 
ciples of Christianity; and my second reason 
for avoiding these subjects was, that there 
should be no drawback to the general circulation 
of the work, which I humbly hope, with God's 
blessing, will be productive of some good ; and 
I think I may say that all may safely make use 
of it for their children, as throughout I have 
endeavoured to point to Him who is ^* the way, 
the truth, and the life," and to inculcate a love 
to, and reliance upon Jesus Christ as the Friend 
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and Saviour of smnerB. The whole service 
consists of a short confession of sin, and a 
prayer for help at the commencement ; a portion 
of Scripture, a hymn (the words of which are 
original, and bearing on the subject for the day), 
an address or lecture, and a prayer at the 
conclusion. The prayers are intended to be 
repeated by the children, after the person 
conducting the service, and the Scripture to be 
read by them. The hymn can be sung or not, 
according to circumstances. This altogether 
'will occupy about an hour's time, which I con- 
sidered was as long as the attention ^of young 
children could be depended upon. If the ages 
and dispositions of some warrant it, and parents 
think it advisable, they can lengthen the service 
by expounding the Scripture, and also by oflfering 
additional remarks whilst reading the sermon. 
Notwithstanding the many excellent books of a 
religious nature already written for the young, 
something of this kind I imagined to be neces- 
sary. Children of respectable parents are often 
worse off in the matter of religious Sabbath 
instruction than those of the poor, the latter 
attend Sunday-schools, where they are addressed 
in a manner suited to their capacities ; whereas 



the little ones of the former are either left at 
home in the charge of thoughtless domestics 
whilst their parents are in attendance at God's 
house, or they are taken there with them, where 
they are obliged to remain in a quiescent state for 
a length of time, listening to what is quite beyond 
their comprehension, and witnessing ceremonies 
the meaning of which they do not understand. 
In either of these positions it is easy to see 
they acquire no good* In the first, they often 
learn much •vil, to which an embargo of decep- 
tion to parents is frequently added by the guilty 
party who had charge of them, for fear of being 
blamed ; and thus the Sunday is passed in a 
worse manner than any other day of the week. 
In the second place, where they are forced to 
attend the public worship of their Maker, from 
want of understanding what they hear, they 
acquire a dislike to, and disgust of what they 
should be made to esteem a pleasure and a 
privilege. I have endeavoured to prevent this 
by explaining, to the best of my abilities, and 
in as clear a manner as possible, all those subjects 
they must necessarily have brought before them 
at a Christian place of worship ; this will enable 
them to feel an interest in God's public service, 



and lay tha groundwork of that knowlege which 
will then be constantly added to by what they 
will hear. If parents will only devote some 
portion of the Sabbath in thus '^ training their 
children in tiie way they should go/' I think 
that not only will they see this " labour of love" 
shown forth in their offspring, but their own 
souls will also be benefitted. That it may be so 
is the humble and heartfelt prayer of the writer. 
Should this little volume meet with a favour- 
able reception, the author will be encouraged 
to issue a second series for the remaining 
Sundays of the year. 
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First Sunday. 

PEATEE. 

Oh liord, we kneel down before Thee to con- 
fess our sins. We have done many things dis- 
pleasing to Thee, a holy God, and many things 
we have left undone that we should have done. 
We have not served Thee as we ought, but we 
hope by Thy help to serve Thee better for the 
future. We are very sorry for the past, and 
trust to be forgiven, Imowing Thou art so merci- 
ful that Thou never refusest Thy pardon to those 
who ask it when they truly repent ; we entreat 
Thee, therefore, to make us truly penitent, and 
to forgive us, for the sake of Thy Son Jesus 
Christ, who died for our salvation. Amen, 

SCKIPTUEE. 
Oenem i. 1 — 26. 

HYMN. 

God spake the word, the earth was formed. 

And light was spread arotind, 
The sky appeared at His command. 

And trees sprang from the ground. 

B 
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He placed the sun and moon above, 

Two orbs of shining light, 
The sun to rule the earth by day, 

The moon to rule by night. 

How great, how glorious is the Lord ! 

How boundless is His power ! 
How kind to show His grace to us. 

The creatures of an hour ! 

SEEMON. 

Genesis i. 1 : ^^ In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth.^* 

This verse speaks of the creation of the 
world in which we live, and of the other 
numerous worlds which bespangle the blue 
sky, of which we know, comparatively speak- 
ing, nothing, and they all show the wonder- 
ful power of God, who formed them. It is a 
subject beyond our feeble understanding, because 
created means made out of nothing, as it is 
written in Psalm xxxiii. 9 : "For He spake, and 
it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast." 
How wonderful ! God had but to command, and 
at the word of His mouth this immense world 
was formed from nothing I I daresay you will 
be very much astonished when I tell you that the 
world is 24,876 miles round. What an astonish- 
ing size ! It is, indeed, wonderful when we 
think of its being formed at all, but how must 
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our astonishmeiit increase when we know that it 
was made from nothing, for, as I said before, God 
had but to speak and it was done. Now, we 
cannot imagine how a thing can be made from 
nothing, and none but God can do it. All people, 
when they are going to make anything, must 
have materials to work with. I do not doubt you 
have often heard persons say when they were 
going to commence any work, "Well, I will 
make it for you, if you give me the things to 
make it with ;" and sometimes you may have 
heard it remarked, " I must get so and so, for I 
cannot make it of nothing.'* That is allowed to 
be an impossibility with every one — a thing that 
no one can do. None can do it but God, and His 
power is so great, that nothing is too difficult for 
Him to do that He sees fit should be done. For this 
reason He is called in the Bible "God Almighty," 
that is, having all power. He is a Spirit^ 
and existed long before this world was formed, 
for He had no beginning, and will never have an 
end. For this cause He is called sometimes the 
"Everlasting God." This is also a most won- 
derful and incomprehensible truth, but it is a 
truth, and we must believe it, because the Bible 
says so. Now, open your Bibles, and read with 
me the texts I will point out to you. Pay great 
attention, as I wish you to be well acquainted 
vnih this best of all books, which should always 
be read with great reverence, as it speaks about 
B 2 
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God ; and since it was He himself who put into 
the minds of the good men who wrote it what 
they should write, it is in fact "the word of God," 
and as "all His words are truth,** we must 
believe all that is written there. 2 Peter i. 21 : 
" For the prophecy came not in old time by the 
will of man, but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost." That is the 
Holy Spirit of God. We should, therefore, 
think of the Bible not as the word of men, but, 
as it is in truth, the word of God (1 Thess. ii. 13). 
The part of the chapter of Genesis that has been 
read tells you a great deal about the wonderful 
power of God, but there are other parts of the 
Bible that speak of it likewise — viz.. 
Job xlii. 1, 2, " Then Job answered the Lord, 
and said, I know that Thou canst do every- 
thing." Luke i. 37 : " For with God nothing 
shall be impossible." Then, in the book of the 
prophet Isaiah (xl. 28), it is written, " Hast thou 
not heard that the everlasting God, the Lord, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth fainteth not, 
neither is weary? There is no searching of 
His understanding." Then another prophet 
named Jeremiah says, in the book called by his 
name (xxxii. 17) : " Ah ! Lord God, behold 
Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by 
Thy great power, and stretched-out arm, and 
there is nothing too hard for Thee." No- 
thing is indeed too hard for the power of the 
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Almighty God, for He made everything (John 
i. 3) : " All things were made by Him ; and 
without Him was not anything made that was 
made." These passages of Scripture prove the 
wonderful power of God. Now I will point out 
to you some that show He is a self-existent God, 
that is to say. He was God before time com- 
menced, being created by no other power, for 
none is greater than He is ; and in speaking of 
Himself He says (Isaiah xliv. 6) : "I am 
the first and the last : beside me there is no 
God." Then (Psahn xc. 2): "Before the 
mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou 
hadst formed the earth and the world, even 
from everlasting to everlasting Thou art God." 
How wonderful and how incomprehensible ! I 
cannot explain to you how it is, I can only tell 
you that it is so ; for if the wisest person that 
ever lived were to spend his whole life in en- 
deavouring to find out how such things could 
be, he would not be able to succeed. David 
says (Psalm cxlv. 3) : " His greatness is un^ 
searchable." When St. Paul wrote his epistle 
to the Bomans, in speaking of the Almighty, 
he seems lost in wonder and says : " Oh the 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His 
judgments, and His ways past finding out ! 
For who hath known the mind of the Lord, or 
who hath been His counsellor?" (Bomans 
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ii. 83, 34). I have now pointed out to you the 
great and most wonderful power of God ; I have 
told you of His having formed all things by the 
word of His mouth ; and while we think on these 
subjects we cannot help feeling great awe at His 
Majesty, the more especially when we consider 
what we are — poor, frail, sinful, and ignorant 
creatures, for "we are but of yesterday, and 
know nothing " (Job viii. 9). With what reve- 
rence, then, ought we to think of the Divine 
Majesty of God, and how humble ought we to be 
when we address Him ! How do you think you 
would feel if you were introduced to the Queen of 
England? I daresay you would think it a 
great honour, and if you had any request to 
make you would make it with extreme humility, 
feeling yourself to be so much beneath her, and 
therefore unworthy of addressing a person so 
high in rank ; what, then, should be your feelings 
when you bow your knee to the God of Heaven 
and earth, the King of kings, the Euler, the 
Creator of all things ? How great should you 
feel His condescension to be towards you, a 
poor, insignificant, simple child, and oh, how 
thankful you should be to Him for His kind- 
ness ! I trust these will be the feelings of your 
heart, while kneeling before Him, with me, in 
prayer. Eemember, He possesses the power to 
know all things as well as to do all things, 
beware therefore of mocking Him with words 
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from the lips which do not come from the heart. 
Now, kneel and repeat the following prayer after 
me. Let us pray. 

Oh, great and glorious Lord God, Creator of 
all things, and Buler of the ends of the earth, 
King of kings, Lord of lords, all wise, and all 
powerful Jehovah ! What are we that we should 
be permitted to address Thy Divine Majesty, we 
who are but sinful creatures. Oh, make us 
sensible of Thy great condescension towards us, 
and help us to pray to Thee as we ought. 
Teach us to feel *our own sinfulness and un- 
worthiness, and make us thankful for all Thy 
goodness towards us. It is from Thee, oh God, 
that we receive every benefit we enjoy ; it is Thy 
hand bestows every blessing. Comfortable beds 
to lie down on at night, clothes to wear, and 
food to support our bodies; kind friends to 
provide for us and instruct us, while we are 
young and unable to provide for ourselves. 
Thou hast also given us the Bible to read, 
which tells us about Thee, the great God who 
made us, and teaches us how we must serve 
Thee while here on earth, so that when we 
die we may be happy for ever with Thee in 
Heaven. Oh, how grateful we ought to be for 
so much goodness! we are not sufficiently 
thankful, but we wish to be more so, and, if 
possible, never to offend Thee. We therefore 
pray of Thee to put Thy fear within our hearts, 
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to keep us from all evil ways, and to forgive us 
our sins for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



Second Sunday. 



PEAYER. 

Oh, Lord, we kneel down to ask Thy forgive- 
ness of all the sins we have been guilty of (and 
how many have we committed even during the 
last week). We are constantly doing that which 
is wrong, and although we wish to do that 
which is pleasing to Thee, yet our hearts are so 
very evU, and so much inclined to wickedness, 
that we are constantly offending Thee ; but we 
are very sorry for it, and beg Thy forgiveness of 
our past sins, and Thy help, that we may act 
better for the future, for the sake of Thy Son 
Jesus Christ who loved us. Amen. 

SCEIPTURE. 
Genesis i. 26—31 ; ii. 1—22. 

HYMN. 

In Paradise was Adam placed, 
When he received the breath of life, 

And Eve, with every beauty graced. 
Was formed by God to be his wife. 



And Paradise was Heaven below, 

For sin they were from this place driven ; 
Their loss was ours, yet joy to know, 

Through Christ a Heaven above is given. 



SEEMON. 

Genesis ii. 7 : "And the Lord God formed 
him of the dust of the ground, and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life : and man became 
a living souV* 

When God had created the heavens, the 
earth, and the inferior animals. He made man^ 
a creature of a superior order, who was to have 
dominion over all other living creatures, for he 
was created in the image of God, and his 
mighty Maker had ''breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life: and man became a living 
soul." This man Adam, being the fir^t man 
that ever lived, was the father of us all. God's 
goodness to him was very great. He was formed 
from the dust of the earth, and made a sinless 
creature, capable of enjoying all the delights of 
that world of which he was the sole master. 
Everything around him was beautiful, far more 
beautiful than we can imagine anything to be. 
It was this world, indeed, but it was this world 
as it came from the hands of the great Creator of 
all things, perfect, and glorious. Sin had not 
then entered in to spoil and ruin. The beasts 
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that are now wild and ravenous, and feed on 
human hlood, were then tame and obedient to 
the voice of Adam. One creature did not prey 
upon another, but all dwelt together in harmony. 
The most lovely flowers sprung up under his 
feet, the trees were loaded with delicious fruits 
given to him for food, while the most beautiful 
birds sang amongst the branches. Added to this, 
he was blest with communion with God himself, 
for it is written in Genesis iii. 8, "And they 
heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day : " so that when 
you think of the world as it was, when Adam 
was first placed in it, you must banish everything 
disagreeable from your mind, and remember that 
as sin had not then entered in, it was a heaven 
below. Almighty God also taking into con- 
sideration that, even with all the comforts sur- 
rounding Adam, he could not be so happy alone, 
as with a companion. He formed a woman out 
of one of his ribs, while he was fast asleep, and 
when he awoke He presented her to him 
(Genesis ii. 21, 22): "And the Lord God 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he 
slept : and He took one of his ribs and closed up 
the flesh thereof : and the rib which the Lord 
God had taken from man, made he a woman, and 
brought her unto the man," so that Adam could 
not but be attached to a creature, who was in 
fact part of his own body, and that idea im- 
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mediately seemed to strike him, as it is recorded 
(Genesis ii. 23): "And Adam said, This is now 
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh ; she 
shall be called woman, because she was taken 
out of man." This woman was a suitable com- 
panion for Adam, as he could converse with her 
on the beauties by which they were surrounded, 
admire the power and goodness of God, and they 
could engage in His worship and praise together. 
There was then no fear of death before their 
eyes, for they were created sinless beings, and 
death came only by sin (Romans y. 12) : 
" Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin, and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned." It was 
part of the curse that descended upon all, but at 
the period of which I am speaking, they were as 
the angels of God, sinless and happy, spending 
their time in glorifying and praising Him, which 
will be our employment hereafter in heaven, 
where all will go to after death, who love God 
and His Son Jesus Christ, who came into this 
world to save us from the consequences of Adam's 
and our own sins. Thus, you see, we should not 
only praise, admire, and fear God, as being a 
God of all power, and mighty to do all things, 
but we should also love Him for His great good- 
ness towards us. He desires only the happiness 
of the creatures He has formed, and all the 
troubles that have come upon us, have been 
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wrought by our own sins and wickedness. God 
can neither lose or gain anything by our means ; 
He is too great a being for His dignity to be 
affected by us, creatures formed by Himself, 
formed too from the dust of the earth. But He 
created man to be happy, and we can only be 
happy by serving the Lord ; and, oh, ought we 
not to love Him for all His kindness towards 
us ? All things that we enjoy come from His 
hand, " for in Him we live and move, and have 
our being," (Acts xvii. 20.) We could not even 
draw our breath except He willed it. He is the 
great Father of us all (Isaiah Ixiv. 8), "But 
now, oh Lord, Thou art our Father, we are the 
clay, and Thou our potter, and we are all the 
work of Thy hands." In Psalm cxix. 73, David 
says, " Thy hands have made me and fashioned 
me, give me understanding that I may learn thy 
commandments ; " and this should be your prayer 
likewise, for, as I said before, there is no happi- 
ness except in performing the will of God, for 
" the Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies 
are over all His works," (Psalm cxlv. 9.) His 
goodness is indeed great, and we can never praise 
Him enough. How much have you to be thank- 
ful for ! How many blessings you enjoy beyond 
what it has pleased the Almighty in His infinite 
goodness and wisdom to withhold from other 
children, perhaps far more deserving of them 
than you are. These blessings are bestowed on 



you, not for any goodness on your part, for you 
have none to boast of. You are unworthy of the 
least of the mercies you enjoy ; let this make 
you humble, and remember to use God's blessings 
aright for you will have to render an account of 
all things at the last great day, and those to 
whom He has given much. He will expect much 
from. Think, then, of all your mercies, and 
endeavour to be truly thankful. Praise the Lord 
with your whole heart, and do not let your 
thoughts wander while you are addressing Him. 
This is an opportunity given you for thanking 
Him, for expressing your love and gratitude ; so 
do not neglect it, but join with me in praising 
the Lord for all His goodness towards you. 
Let us pray. 

Oh Lord, our Maker, we thank Thee for Thy 
goodness towards us. Thou hast made us, and 
we ought to serve Thee faithfully and cheerfully, 
for we are Thy property. It is our greatest 
happiness to do so, and we are always miserable 
when acting in opposition to Thy divine will. 
We thank Thee that we were bom in this land, 
where there are so many opportunities of hearing 
of Thee, and Jesus Christ, and where there are 
so many good books for us to read ; more espe- 
cially we wish to be thankful for the Bible. Oh, 
how much less happy we should have been, if 
we had been bom in some of those places where 
poor children know nothing of Jesus Christ, 
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never hear of the Bible, aaid are taught none of 
those good things to which we have been listen- 
ing to-day. We ought to be very thankful that 
we are so much better off, and must remember 
that at the last day God will expect more from 
us than from those who never heard of Him. 
Lord, help us to profit by the instructions we 
receive and make us more thankful for all our 
mercies, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



Third Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Oh, Thou great God, who knowest all things 
that pass in our minds, we come to Thee to ask 
forgiveness for all the evil we have done and 
thought, since last we met ; and to promise, with 
Thy help, to do better for the future. We are 
always offending Thee, but we know that Thou 
wilt forgive us, if we are really sorry ; and we 
believe that Thou wilt help us to do that which 
is right, if we pray for Thy assistance, because 
Thou hast promised Thy Holy Spirit to them who 
ask it for the sake of Thy Son Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
John xiv. 6—26. 



HYMN. 

There is one God in heaven above ; 

And this one God is three : 
For Father, Son, and Spirit, form 

The Holy Trinity. 

And God the Father, God the Son, 

And God the Holy Ghost, 
Are equal — and these three are one. 

In wonder we are lost ! 

SERMON. 

John xv. 26: '^ But when the Comforter is 
come, whom I toiU send unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father, He shall testify of me.** 

These are words which Jesus the Son of God 
spake to His disciples while He was with them 
on earth, not long before He died on the cross, 
and they will prove'the truth of what I am going 
to tell you about to-day. I do not say they will 
explain so as to cause you to understand it, because 
that is quite as impossible as for you to compre- 
hend how this world could be made from nothing ; 
but although it is beyond the feeble powers of 
our minds to understand the wonderful mysteries 
of the Holy Trinity (or three Gods, and yet but 
one alone), we must yet believe it. You know 
when I told you the earth was formed by God, I 
did not say that it was made by Gods ; for there 
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is but one God; that great, good, and glorious 
Being, whose throne is far beyond the starry sky, 
and whom all Christians love, and pray to. 
There is but one God, yet in that one there are 
three persons, all equal with one another. 
There is God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost; and these three, spoken of 
together, are called the Holy Trinity, or Holy 
Three. 

Now, the Son is as much God as the Father, 
and the Holy Ghost is as much God as the 
Father or the Son. They are co-equal, or equal 
with one another. They all existed long before 
the world was formed, for no greater power 
created them. God the Father is that person 
of the Holy Trinity who is spoken of as God, 
Lord, the Almighty, Jehovah, the great I am, 
Jah, &c. GOD (Gen. i. 1), *'In the begruning 
God created the heaven and the earth." LORD 
(Exodus XX. 2), ''The Lord thy God,' which 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of bondage." The Almighty (Psalm 
Ixviii. 14), " When the Almighty scattered the 
kings in it, it was white as snow in Salmon*" 
Jehovah (Psalm Ixxxiii. 18), " That men may 
know that Thou, whose name alone is JEHOVAH, 
art the Most High over all the earth ! " The 
great I AM (Exodus iii. 14), " And God said 
unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM : and He said. 
Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, 
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I AM hath sent me unto you." JAH (Psakn 
Ixviii. 4), " Sing unto God; sing praises unto 
His name; extol Him that rideth upon the 
heavens by His name, JAH, and rejoice before 
Him." God the Son is that person of the Holy 
Trinity who became man, and died on the cross 
for us ; He is, therefore, called our Saviour and 
Redeemer. Sometimes He is spoken of as the 
Lamb of God, the Good Shepherd, Christ, Jesus, 
the Prince of Peace, &c. Saviour (Luke i. 47), 
"And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour." Redeemer (Job xix. 25), "For I 
know that my Redeemer liveth." Lamb of God 
(John i. 29), " Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world." The Good 
Shepherd (John x. 11), "I am the Good 
Shepherd: the Good Shepherd giveth His life 
for the sheep." Christ (John xx. 81), "But 
these are written that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God : and that believing 
ye might have life through His name." Jesus 
(Matt. i. 21), "And she shall bring forth a 
Son, and thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He 
shall save His people from their sins." The Prince 
of Peace (Isaiah ix. 6), " For unto us a Child 
is bom^ unto us a Son is given : and the govern- 
ment shall be upon His shoulder : and His 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace." Li this text, which is one foretelling 
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the coining of our Saviour, you can see His 
equality and unity with the Father, the first 
person in the Trinity, as He (the Son) is here 
spoken of as the Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, which proves He existed before the com- 
mencement of the world, and is an uncreated 
God, for you must remember it is only in His 
character as man (when He came into this world 
to save us from our sins) that we can speak of 
our Saviour as commencing His existence ; as 
Gody He is self-existent and " before all worlds." 
The other person in the Holy Trinity is the 
Holy Ghost, or Holy Spirit of God. I must 
now explain to you the office of this third person 
of the Trinity ; that is to say, what is done by it 
for our souls. Notwithstanding the wickedness 
of our natures, we frequently have good thoughts 
arise in our minds, and a desire to do that which 
is right. Now, this good does not spring from 
our own hearts, for " the heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked " (Jeremiah 
xvii. 9) ; and, again, in Genesis vi. 5, it is written, 
'' And God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil con- 
tinually ; " so that it is evident, we might as well 
expect a bitter fountain to yield sweet water, as 
for our evil hearts to produce good thoughts. 
But God (from whom we receive every benefit) 
sends those good thoughts into our minds, by 
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His Holy Spirit, which is the Holy Ghost. 
This Holy Spirit helps our infirmities, and 
frequently when we are going to commit a sin, 
the Holy Spirit persuades ns to do otherwise. 
It says within our minds, " If you do that 
wicked thing you will oflfend God ; " it whispers 
to us not to do so, telling us how much happier 
we shall be if we act in obedience to the will of 
God. It is the Holy Spirit which is spoken of 
in Isaiah xxx. 21, '' Thine ears shall hear a 
word behind thee, saying. This is the way, walk 
ye in it, when ye shall turn to the right hand, 
and when ye shall turn to the left." When 
we*haye this kind warning given to us, we must 
not let our eyil hearts say, '* I will not attend to 
this warning voice, so I will not think of the 
consequences, for I like to do this sinful thing, 
and I do not wish to be admonished ; " but if 
we do this, we act very wickedly, and quite con- 
trary to the Bible, which says, '* Quench not the 
Spirit " (1 Thes. v. 19), and if we do so, we may 
expect that God in His anger will give us no 
more such kind warnings, but deliver us over to 
the sinfulness of our own hearts. Instead of 
acting thus, when children are tempted ta do 
evil, and have this '' small still voice " speaking 
within, they should run to their own rooms, and 
kneeling down should pray, " Oh Lord, keep me 
from this wicked thing, and send Thy Holy 
Spirit into my heart, for the sake of Jesus 
2 
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Christ." In this short prayer you see all the 
three persons of the Holy Trinity are named. 
Now this Holy Spirit is what Jesus Christ speaks 
of to His disciples in our text. He calls Him 
the Comforter, whom He would send from the 
Father, even the Spirit of Truth ; and in John 
xiv. 26, He says, " But the Comforter, which is 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
my name. He shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance, whatso- 
ever I have said unto you. Now I think you 
understand something about the Holy Trinity, 
the three persons in one, and all equal, being 
called first, second, and third persons only tfom 
their diflferent oflBces ; for, first, the Father so 
loved the creatures He had formed that when 
they rebelled against Him and became lost, He 
sent His Son into the world to redeem and save 
them from their lost state, and by His death 
purchased for them heaven, for which place they 
are fitted by the sanctifying influences of the 
Holy Ghost. Now, for some passages of Scrip- 
ture, to prove what I have told you respecting 
the Spirit of God, or the Holy Ghost, and the 
good oflBces performed by it. (1 Cor. vi. 19) : 
"What? Know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost, which is in you, which 
ye have of God, and ye are not your own?" 
(Eom. viii. 26): "Likewise the Spirit also 
helpeth our infirmities : for we know not what 



we should pray for as we ought ; but the Spirit 
itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered." That it proceeds 
from God and will be given to all who pray for it, 
see Luke xi. 13 : " If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?" In the 
Bible the Holy Spirit is frequently spoken of as 
early dew, rain, &c. ; (Psalm Ixxii. 6), " He 
shall come down like rain upon the mown grass, 
and as showers that water the earth;" for as 
rain and dew render the earth soft and capable 
of producing fruits, flowers, &c., so the 
influences of the Spirit soften our hard hearts, 
and cause them to bring forth good works; see 
Galatians v. 22, 23, " For the fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, long sufiering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." These, 
my dear children, you should most earnestly 
desire to bring forth, and if you are the humble 
and faithful servants of God, such will be the 
case ; for a tree is known by its fruits. 
Let us pray. 
Oh Lord, we thank Thee for all Thy kindness 
in having made us sensible beings, and for 
giving us souls which will live even after our 
bodies are in the grave. We thank Thee for 
sending Thy Son Jesus Christ into the world, to 
die upon the cross for us, so that those souls 
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may be saved from the dreadful doom which they 
justly merit ; and we thank Thee for giving Thy 
Holy Spirit to lead us in the right way. Oh, 
send it down to dwell in our hearts, that we may 
never more oflfend Thee as we have done, but 
always endeavour to do that which is pleasing in 
Thy sight; and to the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, one God, be endless praise now and for 
ever. Amen. 



Fourth Sunday. 

PEAYER. 

Oh Lord, we present ourselves before Thee to 
request pardon for our past sins, that they may 
be blotted out from the book of Thy remem- 
brance, and to ask Thy grace for the time to 
come, that we may serve Thee better than we 
have ever yet done. Oh, Thou great God, who 
dwellest everywhere and seest all things, forgive 
our secret sins, and remember no more against 
us everything wherein we have done amiss, for 
the sake of Thy dear Son Jesus Christ, who 
died for our salvation. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
Psalm cxxxix. 



HYMN. 

Our God Almighty, good and great^ 

Is just and righteous too ; 
Yet, pitying our fallen state, 

He doth compassion show. 

Nought can be hidden from His sight, 
His vengeance who shall dare ? 

The darkness is to Him as light, 
He^s always everywhere, 

SERMON. 

Exodus xxxiv. 6, 7 : " And the Lord passed 
before him, and proclaimed. The Lord, the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long suffering, amd 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy 
for thousands, forgiving iniquity, and trans- 
gression, and sin, and that will by no means 
clear the guilty J*^ 

To-day I am going to explain to you the 
various attributes of God, and I shall first 
begin with His power. He is omnipotent : that 
is to say. He is Almighty ; He can do every- 
thing ; this you have before learnt in considering 
His works, namely, the formation of the world 
and the creation of man. I will, however, give 
you some texts respecting His great power, 
which you must try and remember. The Bible 
is the best of books, and children should begin 
as soon as possible to be acquainted with it. 
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Look at Daniel (iv. 35) : " And all the 
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing ; 
and He doeth according to His will in the army 
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth; and none can stay His hand, or say nnto 
Him, What doest thou?" Also in Psalm 
cxlv. 3 : " Great is the Lord, and greatly to 
be praised; and His greatness is unsearchable." 
Secondly, God is an omnipresent God: which 
means, He is in every place at the same time. 
Mortals, if present in one place, must necessarily 
be absent from all others. We can only be in 
one place at a time, but God is everywhere ; in 
heaven, on earth, in the sly amongst the 
beautiful bright stars, and even in hell also. 
There is no place can shut out the presence of 
the Almighty. He sees everything, every action 
of ours, and though we may be able, perhaps,. to 
hide what we do from all the world, yet God 
sees it, and if it is of a wicked nature He will 
most certainly punish us. God speaks of His 
omnipresence, in Jeremiah (xxiii. 23, 24), "Am 
I a God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God 
afar oflf ? Can any hide himself in secret places 
that I shall not see him ? saith the Lord. Do I 
not fill heaven and earth, saith the Lord?" and 
in Proverbs (xv. 3) it is written : " The eyes of 
the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil 
and the good." God also knows everything, and 
this knowledge of everything is called His omni- 



science. He not only knows everything that is 
now taking place, all that has passed, and all 
that is to come, but He is acquainted even with 
the most secret thoughts of our hearts (1 Samuel 
xvi. 7) : " For the LORD seeth not as man 
seeth, for man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart;" therefore, 
as I said before, if we act wickedly, though it 
should be in secret, or if in our minds we plan 
what is wicked, God can see in secret, and knows 
the thoughts of our hearts, and will most 
certainly punish us for the evil. Again, if in 
secret we do that which is right and well-pleas- 
ing to Him, though no person in the world 
should know of it, yet shall we not lose our 
reward, for Christ says to us what He also said 
to His disciples: "Thy Father (viz., God), 
which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly" 
(Matthew vi. 18). He is also a God of justice 
and holiness. Job iv. 17 : " Shall mortal man 
be more just than God ? Shall a man be more 
pure than his Maker?" And those pure and 
blessed spirits who worship God in heaven, bear 
testimony to His holiness, for " they rest not 
day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to 
come. Thou art worthy, oh Lord, to receive 
glory, and honour, and power, for thou hast 
created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are 
and were created " (Eevelations iv. 8 — 11). The 
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text says, He is abundant in goodness and truth, 
yet that will by no means clear the guilty ; His 
holiness causes Him to hate everything that is 
wicked, and His justice will not permit Him to 
pardon those who wilfully act in direct opposition 
to His holy laws : yet, with all His goodness, 
holiness, wisdom, and justice. He is also 
a God who delights in mercy. It was this 
attribute of the Divinity which caused Him to 
send His Son Jesus Christ into the world, to take 
upon Him our sinful nature, to suffer and die for 
us upon the cross, and thus by offering Himself 
up a spotless victim, and paying the price of 
pardon for our sins (which wa could never have 
paid), we gained (through His merits) a title to 
Heaven. Oh, what mercy in God to devise such 
a plan for the redemption of fallen man, and 
what mercy in Jesus thus to humble Himself 
for our sakes. Nor is that all, for God con- 
stantly bears with our transgressions; He is 
indeed a God ''merciful and gracious, long 
suffering and abundant in goodness." If He 
were not a most merciful God, what would 
become of such sinful creatures as we are ? for 
you must feel every day how much you are 
inclined to do that which is wicked, and how 
greatly you dislike to do that which is right, 
although you may strive to do so. How thank- 
ful, then, ought we to be that God is so merciful, 
for '* like as a Father pitieth His children, so 



the Lord pitieth them that fear Him " (Psahn 
ciii. 13) ; and when we have done that which is 
evil, if we truly and sincerely repent, and go to 
Him for forgiveness, He will most assuredly 
grant it, and "forgive our iniquity, transgression, 
and sin," for "the Lord is gracious, slow to 
anger and plenteous in mercy " (Psalm ciii. 8). 
Surely then you should love so kind, so good a 
God. Children who have kind parents, love 
them, and the greater the love of the parent the 
greater should be the love of the child. If, there- 
fore, you love your earthly parents, you should 
surely love that Father you have in Heaven, who 
gave you those kind parents, and from whom 
every comfort you enjoy comes. He gives you 
all you have. He is constantly showering un- 
deserved blessings upon you, the cup of your 
mercies runneth over, and all He asks in return 
is that you will love Him. Without love to God 
you cannot be happy though you have all else 
beside. Now kneel down and pray with me to 
God that He will send His Holy Spirit into 
your hearts and cause you to love Him, who so 
loads you with mercies and benefits. 
Let us pray. 
Oh Thou great, all-powerful, and all-wise God, 
Thou who dwellest everywhere and seest every- 
thing, from whom not even the secrets of our 
hearts are hid, prevent our thoughts from 
wandering to other things while kneeling before 
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Thee. Send down Thy Spirit into our heaxts 
that we may love Thee. Thou art very kind and 
good to ns, and hast blest us with many blessings, 
none of which we deserve ; but we wish to be 
thankful for them, and to love Thee, for although 
we are but children we are not too young to 
serve Thee. Oh, make us more thankful than 
we have ever been, more willing to serve Thee. 
Thou art so holy that Thou accusest the Angels 
of folly, and so great and glorious that they veil 
their faces with their wings when falling down 
before Thee to oflfer up their adoration. If 
these blessed and pure spirits so address Thee, 
what should be the feeling of poor sinful beings 
who are permitted to hold converse with Thee. 
Oh, what condescension and kindness! We 
know also that Thou wilt accept us when we 
approach Thee with heartfelt reverence and in 
the name of our mediator Jesus Christ. Thou 
hast promised, too, to be witji those who are of 
a contrite humble spirit, Thou who art so high 
and lofty, and inhabitest eternity. Lord, give 
us the humble and contrite spirit which Thou 
lovest, make us Thine, pardon our past sins, 
and preserve us from evil for the time to come 
for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Fifth Sunday. 

PRAYEE. 

Oh Lord, we are not wqrthy to appear before 
Thee, not only on account of our original sinful- 
ness, but because we have taken so much more 
delight in serving Satan than in attending to Thy 
holy commands. Yet we trust with Thy help to 
serve Thee for the future, and to overcome our 
adversary the devil. We entreat Thy pardon for 
the past, and assistance for the time to come, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 

Matthew iv. 1 — 11 (Christ's temptation by the 
devil), and Luke xxii. 31 — 34, 47 — 62 (being an 
account of the betrayal of Christ by Judas 
Iscariot, and Peter's denial of Him). 

HYMN. 

The devil, as a beast of prey. 

Seeks whom he may devour; 
The souls of all the sons of men. 

He'd bring beneath his power. 

He fell himself, and ever tries 

To make man fall as low ; 
He would all like himself should be 

In torment and in woe. 
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Oh shield ns, Lord, from his dread power. 
We would not roam from Thee ; 

Be with ns in temptation's hour, 
And our salvation be. 

SERMON. 

1 Peteb v. 8: " J5c sober, be vigilant, because 
your adversary the devU, a^ a roaring lion, 
wcdketh about, seeking whom he may devour.^* 

This verse is taken from one of the epistles or 
letters which St. Peter wrote to the Christians 
who lived in his time, and it is equally addressed 
to ns; for the Bible was not only written for the 
nse and direction of the Christian people who 
lived formerly, but also for the benefit and 
instmction of all who should live in after times. 
St. Peter warns them to beware of the devil; and 
his power was not greater in those times than it 
is now. We must, therefore, watch that we fall 
not into the snares that he lays for all. First, I 
must tell you something of this wicked spirit. 
He was originally an angel, but for his pride and 
wickedness he and others were banished from 
their place of happiness. 2 Peter ii. 4 : " God 
spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them 
down to hell, and delivered them unto chains of 
darkness, to be reserved unto judgment." Satan 
fell from his high and happy state, since which 
he has never ceased to tempt the sons of men to 
do everything that is displeasing to Almighty 
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God, and which would work out their eternal 
misery and ruin. " He, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour." 
He hates eyerything good and holy, and 
endeavours by all the means in his power to 
deceive us, for he is a hypocrite and a liar. You 
shall hear how he is spoken of in the Bible 
(John viii. 44) : " He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a 
lie, he speaketh of his own s for he is a liar, and 
the father of it." In Eevelations xii. 9, you will 
meet with some of the names he is called by : 
** And the great dragon was cast out, that old 
serpent called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world ; he was cast out into 
the earth, and his angels were cast out with 
him." His doom is an awful one, and such will 
be the doom of all who serve him, for he will 
exist in everlasting misery (Mark ix. 44), " where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched ; " and if we serve him, when we come 
to be judged our sentence will be (Matt. xxv. 41), 
" Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." H 
we prefer his service to that of the kind and 
gracious God I told you about last Sunday, we 
must expect to pay the penalty of our crime and 
folly. I have now shown you how great is his 
malice and hatred to the children of men, and 
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the next thing I shall speak of is the power 
which is united with it. That he is very power- 
ful may be proved by the history of Job, a good 
man, who lived many hundreds of years ago in 
a place called the land of Uz. When you are 
older, you will be able to read and understand 
the book of Job, but many parts of it are beyond 
your comprehension now. I will give you a 
short account of Job, who was the most patient 
man that ever lived. He had seven sons and 
three daughters, his wealth was immense, for he 
had (Job i. 3) seven thousand sheep, and three 
thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, and 
five hundred she asses, and a very great house- 
hold; so that this man was the greatest of all the 
men of the East. Satan hated Job, because he 
was such a good man and feared God, and he 
greatly desired to see him otherwise, so he caused 
much evil to befall him, of which I will tell you. 
One day, when all the sons and daughters of Job 
were feasting in their eldest brother's house, one 
of Job's servants came to him and told him that 
as his oxen were ploughing in the fields, and the 
asses were feeding beside them, some robbers 
came, who killed all the servants and took away 
all the oxen and asses, and that he was the only 
one who had escaped from them to tell him. He 
had scarcely finished speaking, when another of 
his servants came and told him that all his sheep 
and the servants who kept them had been killed 
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by Kghtning and he was the only one who had 
escaped. This servant had not finished speaking 
when another came to tell him that some other 
robbers had fallen upon the camels, carried them 
all away, and killed all the servants who had 
charge of them but himself. While Job was 
listening to this sad intelligence, another servant 
come to him from the house where his children 
were feasting, and informed him that a strong 
wind had blown the house down and killed all 
his children and servants, and that he was the 
only one who had escaped. Thus, you see, in one 
day. Job was deprived of all his wealth and bereft 
of all his children ; nevertheless, he blessed God 
instead of cursing him, as Satan intended he 
should. When Satan found this to be the case, 
he tried him yet more by causing sore boils to 
break out all over his body, from his head 
to his feet; yet Job did not even then curse 
God, but, on the Almighty addressing him, he 
humbled himself before Him ; therefore, God 
did not permit Satan to tempt him any further, 
and He blessed the latter end of Job's life more 
than the beginning, for after all these trials he 
became a very great man again, having double 
the wealth, and seven other sons and three 
daughters. You see by this account that the 
devil possesses very great power, yet that the 
power of God is greater, and that He makes good 
to come out of evil; that He will not permit His 

D 
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people to be tempted beyond what they are able 
to bear, and that He will defend and reward all 
those who put their trust in Him. I could giye 
you many other different instances, if I had 
time, to show you that the devil suits his temp- 
tation to our various weaknesses, and that there- 
fore we should make it our business to find out 
our most easily besetting sins, and pray to be 
delivered from them. Now, having such a 
powerful enemy, what are we who are so weak to 
do ? We must go to God ojxr friend, who is so 
much more powerful. We must pray to Him to 
deliver us from Satan's snares. Our Saviour, 
when on earth, felt as we feel; and amongst other 
evils to which His human nature was subject. 
He was tempted of the devil, an account of which 
you have read. But He yielded not to his 
temptations ; He can enable us to conquer also, 
and is most willing so to do. (Hebrews iv. 15 
— 16): "For we have not an high priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infir- 
mities, but was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly 
unto the throne of grace that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." 
There is nothing so hateful to the devil as 
prayer, for he knows -that when we trust to our 
own strength he is sure of success ; we have 
a proof of this in that part of St. Luke's Gospel 
you read to-day, for when the Saviour (who knew 
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what was about to take place) told Peter that 
Satan desired to haye him that he might sift 
him as wheat, Peter answered, " Lord, I am 
ready to go with Thee both into prison and to 
death." He felt yery confident and thought that 
nothing could shake his loye for his Master. 
His loye and zeal were indeed yery great, but he 
had a powerful adyersary, and at the time when 
he replied so boldly to the Sayiour's warning, 
he was confident in his own strength. He did 
not trust to Christ Jesus, who told him that He 
had prayed for him that his faith might not 
fail ; but he imagined that no temptation could 
cause him to deny the Lord he loyed, and no 
prayers therefore were necessary to be put up 
on that account. He was strong in his own 
strength, hwman strength, and therefore weak- 
ness. Satan saw his opportunity, he took adyan- 
tage of it and Peter fell ; for, as our Sayiour had 
prophesied, before the cock crew he had denied 
thrice that he knew his Lord. No wonder, 
indeed, after that, he trusted not to his own 
strength again, and gaye us such warnings to 
beware of this " enemy who walketh about as a 
roaring lion seeking whom he may deyour." 
. Let us, then, attend to his admonition. There 
is one thing in particular which may be learned 
from this history of Peter's fall, yiz., that those 
sins we fancy ourselyes least likely to fall into, 
to beware of the mosty as it is in that quarter 
D 2 
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where the devil is most likely to attack us as 
being there the least prepared to resist him. 
''Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall/' (1 Corinthians x. 12.) Let us not 
trust to ourselves, but fly to God, and address 
Him in earnest and heartfelt prayer ; this is the 
only method, and 'tis an unfailing one, for in 
the strength that will be given us from above we 
shall conquer and overcome our enemy. 

" Satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees." 

Yes, even though it should be a very little 
child, he knows that that child will conquer 
him. Oh, then, how necessary it is never to 
neglect prayer ; never listen to any suggestions 
within you to do so, for be assured they come 
from Satan. Sometimes, when you are going to 
bed tired out, he will perhaps endeavour to per 
suade you, you are too much fatigued to kneel 
down and pray as usual, and you had better 
repeat a prayer in bed for once, or perhaps take 
a little sleep, and when sufficiently refreshed, 
wake up again ; but do not trust him, remember 
he is a hypocrite and a liar, and one who seeks 
your ruin. If he were able to persuade you you 
were too fatigued over-night, he would attempt 
the same thing in the morning, and cause you to 
lay in bed beyond your usual hour, so that you 
would be in such a hurry to get down to break- 
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fast, or oflF to school, that you would perhaps 
forget your prayers altogether ; then he would not 
fail to tempt you to evil during the day, that day 
when you had not asked the assistance of the 
only Being more powerful than he is, and, 
like Peter, you would assuredly fall. Oh then, 
my dear children, never neglect prayer to God, 
for He toiU be asked, and then, is as willing as 
He is able to deliver you from this powerful and 
malignant enemy. Let us pray. 

Almighty and prayer-hearing God, knowing 
the power and hatred of ouir great enemy, 
the devil, and feeling how constantly we are 
exposed to his temptations, we apply to Thee 
to help us in every time of our need. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
When beset by the snares of Satan, and by him 
persuaded to do that which is wrong, oh do 
Thou help us, and lead us in the right way. 
Enable us always to apply to Thee in sincere 
prayer, then are we quite sure Thou wilt not 
refase to be our Guardian and Defender. Bless, 
and be with us now, and for ever, for Christ's 
sake. Amen. 
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Sixth Sunday. 

PEAYEE. 

Again, oh Lord, we appear before Thee, for 
we have constant need of Thy pardon and assist- 
ance. Oh forsake us not, lest our enemies gain 
ascendancy over us, but be with us at all times, 
and in all places wherever we go. The sins 
which we have committed since we last met, 
and all the transgressions of our past lives, do 
Thou blot out from Thy book, and remember 
them no more against us, we beseech Thee. 
Enable us to profit by what we shall hear 
to-day, and accept of us for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen. 

SCEEPTUEE. 

Genesis iii. 

HYMN. 

Adam our father sinned, and we 

His offspring all were bom in sin ; 
And everlasting misery. 

His doom, we are partakers in. 
But God has wrought for us a plan 

Whereby, who will escape it, may. 
And Jesus Christ for sinful man 

Has paid the debt we ne'er could pay. 



SERMON. 

BoMANS V. 12 : *' Wherefore, as by one mat 
sin entered into the world, and death by sin, am 
so death passed upon all men, for that aU havt 
sinned.'' Four Sundays ago I told you abou 
the Almighty haying created our first parents 
and having placed them in the beautiful gardei 
of Eden in a state of innocency and happiness 
God gave permission to Adam to eat of the frui 
of every tree which grew in the garden, but th 
tree which was in the midst, viz., the tree of tb 
knowledge of good and evil, that they were no 
to touch by His express command ; and He toh 
them, if they disobeyed Him in this particular 
that iihe day in which they did so, they shoul< 
surely die (Genesis ii. 16, 17), "And the Lor< 
God commanded the man, saying, Of every tre< 
of the garden thou mayest freely eat : but of th< 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shal 
not eat of it ; for in the day that thou eates 
thereof thou shalt surely die." This seems t 
be a small requirement on the part of th< 
Almighty, yet they rebelled against Him, evei 
in this particular; I will tell you in wha 
manner, and under what circumstances. Satan 
seeing their happy and innocent state, endea 
voured to make them sin against their Makei 
for which purpose he took on him the form of ; 
serpent which was in Eden. Now, as whei 
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God had placed Adam in the garden, the only 
thing He required from him was to abstain from 
eating the fruit of the tree in the midst of the 
garden, it was only by causing him to transgress 
this law whereby Satan could incite him to sin. 
He accordingly commenced by asking Eve if God 
had really forbidden them to eat of some of the 
fruits of the garden. Eve replied that they were 
allowed to partake of all the fruits which grew in 
the garden except the one in the midst ; that 
they must not even touch, for God had said that 
if they did so they should surely die. Then 
Satan, who, as I told you last Sunday, was a 
hypocrite and a liar, and would not hesitate to 
do anything to gain his ends, pretending that 
he wished to benefit them, persuaded Eve that 
not only death would by no means be the conse- 
quence of their partaking of the fruit, but told 
her that God only kept it from them, to prevent 
their becoming wise, hinting that it was even for 
their good to disobey this commandment. Thus 
Eve, being so cunningly persuaded by the devil, 
and besides having a great curiosity herself to 
taste the fruit, and shake off the authority of her 
Maker, ate of it. When Eve had partaken of 
the fruit she gave some to Adam, and he also ate 
of it. Her conduct in this respect was like that 
of Satan's servants generally, who not contented 
with acting sinfully themselves, endeavour also 
to persuade others to do the same. Now, it may 



seem to yon very likely that Adam and Eye did 
not commit a very great sin by eating of the 
forbidden fruit, and yon may perhaps think the 
judgment which was passed upon them was very 
severe, but I can prove to the contrary, and show 
you that in that one act of disobedience there 
were many very great sins united. In the first 
place, there was a great deal of curiosity ^and 
pride ; they knew as much as the Almighty had 
judged (and which therefore in reality was) 
sufficient for their happiness, so should have 
desired to know nothing more ; they were the 
lords and rulers of the lower world, having 
dominion over every living thing, and should 
therefore have been so far contented without 
wishing to be greater. 

It also proved their unbelief in the word of 
God when they trusted to what the devil stated, 
rather than to Him who cannot lie ; it showed 
them to be discontented with the delights by 
which they were surrounded, and most shock- 
ingly ungrateful to God, from whom they had 
received everything, even existence itself, when 
they thus threw off all authority to, and depend- 
ence upon Him ; they yielded also to the first 
temptation, and there were other circumstances 
which aggravated their guilt, so that God was 
justly angry, and when they discovered Him 
walking in the garden, as you read, they ran away 
and hid themselves ; for knowing the offence 
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they had committed against Him, they feared to 
present themselves before Him as usual, for 
" who can abide in the fierceness of His anger,** 
(Nahum i. 6.) Now, my dear children, you will 
see in this history of our first parents' trans- 
gressions, how quickly one sin follows another ; 
for God on asking Adam's reason for not meeting 
Him, instead of falling down on his knees 
confessing his crime, and begging for forgive- 
ness, he immediately prevaricated and said it 
was on account of his nakedness. " Who told 
thee," saith the Almighty, " that thou wast 
naked ? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I 
commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?" 
Now, mark Adam's answer: ''And the man said, 
the woman whom Thou gavest to be with me, 
she gave me of the tree, and I did eat ; " not 
only does he thus excuse himself y but even 
attempts to throw the blame upon Ood, telling 
Him that the woman whom He gave to him 
caused it. This was Adam's sin ; now hear the 
curse which God pronounced upon him, and all 
his seed, that is, all that should be bom in 
future years. After predicting multiplied sor- 
rows to the woman for her share in the crime, 
he addressed Adam in the following manner : 
*' Cursed is the ground for thy sake ; in sorrow 
shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life ; 
thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to 
thee, and thou shalt eat of the herb of the field. 



In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till 
thon return unto the ground ; for out of it wast 
thou taken : for dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return." And this doom was also to 
us, the children of Adam, " for as by one man 
sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and 
so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned." You may learn much from this account 
of our first parents' transgression. First, young 
persons should never listen to bad advisers to do 
that which they are commanded not. Secondly, 
you may see the necessity for obedience to those 
placed in authority over you, especially to parents, 
(Ephesians vi. 1,) " Children, obey your parents 
in the Lord : for this is right." You should 
fulfil all their lawful commands, without inquir- 
ing into the motives which prompt them, for 
humility and obedience are great virtues in the 
young. Thirdly, you may learn that idle 
curiosity is a thing not to be safely indulged in; 
it always leads to evil, and frequently to the 
commission of great sins. If Eve had not been 
so anxious to ascertain the taste of the forbidden 
fruit, and to become acquainted (by eating 
thereof) with more than the Almighty had 
deemed sufficient for her, those fearful conse- 
quences would not have ensued. Be not, there- 
fore, too curious when you find knowledge is 
withheld from you; it is for your good, and never 
imagine anything else is intended by those who 



44 Sabbat^ ^mcl^nQB. 

have the care of you. You may, perhaps, by 
boldness and impertinent curiosity, succeed in 
finding out what it was not meant for you to 
know, but like Eve, most probably, you will pay 
dearly for your information. Fourthly, be not 
too anxious to be greater than what you are. 
God has placed you in your present situation. 
He knows what is best for you; seek only, 
therefore, to do your duty in that station of life 
to which it has pleased Him to call you. Fifthly, 
do not wish to throw off the authority of those 
over you. Children cannot guide themselves, 
consequently the Almighty has provided for them 
in this respect; therefore, submit without mur- 
muring ; it is best for you to do so, and com- 
paratively speaking you are as much happier 
subject to control than you would be without it, 
as Adam and Eve were before they attempted to 
cast off God's authority by eating the forbidden 
fruit, to what they were afterwards. Sixthly, 
you may learn how horrible a crime is ingrati- 
tude. Oh, avoid it, and never imagine you can 
do enough to repay those, who under God 
provide everything for you, and above all things 
never cease to feel thankfulness to that great 
Being from whom all your mercies proceed. 
Now, to return to the text : " Wherefore, as by 
one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned." This is, indieed, a melan- 



choly subject that w6 have been considering to- 
day, but it is a necessary and a useful one. When 
we think from whom we have sprung, and what 
we are, how should we humble ourselves in the 
sight of a holy God. And, seeing how great is 
the weakness of human nature, I trust, my dear 
children, you will never fail to seek your 
heavenly Father in prayer, for strength and 
assistance that you may not fall into the snares 
of Satan. Oh, go frequently and believingly to 
that Saviour, who came into this world to 
purchase for lost man a title to heaven; and 
then, although sorrow in a greater or less degree 
must be the lot of all below, yet through Christ 
you will hereafter be an inhabitant of that happy 
land beyond the skies, where it is altogether 
unknown. Amen. Let us pray. 

Oh Lord our Creator, knowing our lost and 
ruined state by the fall of Adam, and the sinful- 
ness of all mankind, we should not dare approach 
Thee, after the many aggravated offences we 
have committed, if we had not One upon whose 
merit we may justly rely for acceptance with 
Thee. It is in His name we now approach Thy 
footstool. He is the mediator between God and 
man ; and He it was, when Paradise was lost and 
the sentence of death passed upon all for sin, 
came to this world to suffer in our stead that we 
through Him might gain a title to heaven. We 
bless Thee for this, and every other instance 0|f 
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Thy love and mercy, and we pray that we may so 
live here that hereafter we may be ever with the 
Lord. This we ask for Christ's sake. Amen. 



Seventh Sunday. 

PEAYEE. 

Gkacious and most merciful Father, we Thy 
erring children approach Thy footstool to beg 
forgiveness of all the sins we so constantly 
conmiit against Thee, and to ask for Thy assist- 
ance to lead us in the right path. Without Thy 
help, we must utterly perish ; but we rejoice that 
Thou wilt not deny it to those who ask for it in 
the name of Jesus Christ, to whom, with Thee 
and the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all praise for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

SCEIPTUEE. 
Daniel ix. 5 — 15 ; Romans vii. 14 — 26. 

HYMN. 

We*re bom in sin, and sinful too, 

Our hearts love what we should deplore ; 

The curse which Adam on us drew. 
By practice we increase yet more ! 



But when God's grace a change imparts, 
Then shall we hate what now we love, 

Shall seek to driye sin from our hearts 
Nor wish from Jesus Christ to rove. 

SEEMON. 

BoMANS iii. 28: ^' For all have .sinned and 
come short of the glory of Ood.'' 

All mankind lost their inheritance of happi- 
ness by the transgression of their first father 
Adam. I explained to you in what way last 
Sunday, it is not therefore necessary to say any- 
thing more on that subject. To-day I am going 
to tell you of the individual and personal sin- 
fulness of all Adam's children, for "all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God." 
Now, in order to make you understand what is 
meant by our lost inheritance, by nature as well 
as by birth, I shall suppose a case. A great 
king took a poor man, and placed him in a 
beautiful estate in his dominions, granting him 
many privileges which all his children were to 
be also partakers of, on condition only that he 
remained his faithful subject, and did not join 
with his enemy against him. But if he did so, 
he was to lose all, and of course his children 
would suffer with him. Now this man very un- 
gratefolly rebelled against his kind sovereign, and 
joined with his enemy ; in consequence of which, 
the estate being taken from him, his children lost 
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all title to it. The father was very treacherously 
dealt with by the enemy, who persuaded him to 
revolt against his kind and good king ; for he 
made him his slave, and his children, as they 
were bom, were of course slaves also. Now, 
when I tell you that by the king is meant God, 
the estate Paradise, the enemy Satan, the father 
Adam, and his children all mankind, you will, I 
think, understand what I mean by our lost state 
by birth; and when I inform you that the sons 
of this man, instead of wishing to serve the good 
king, would rather be the slaves of the enemy, 
you will see I wish by that to point out to you 
the depravity and sinfulness of all mankind, and 
show our lost state by nature and practice. 
David (called the man after God's own heart) 
acknowledges his sinfulness in Psalm li. 5 : 
'* Behold I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin 
did my mother conceive me." And in speaking 
of mankind generally, he says (Psalm Iviii. 8), 
" They go astray as soon as they be born, speak- 
ing lies." Even very little children soon prove 
that human nature is prone to wickedness, for 
"they go astray as soon as they be bom," and 
the inclination they show to the great sin of 
lying proves them to be the servants or children 
of the devil, who is called the father of all liars. 
Of this vice I shall not now speak particularly, 
as at some future time we will consider it more 
fully than we can at present. There are many 



other passages of Scripture to show the wicked- 
ness of mankind generally. St. John, in his 
first epistle (v. 19), says : " And the whole world 
lieth in wickedness." Every individual is guilty 
in the sight of God. Psalm xiv. 2, 3 : " The 
Lord looked down from heaven upon the children 
of men, to see if there were any that did under- 
stand and seek God. They are all gone aside, they 
are altogether become filthy ; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one.*' High and low, rich 
and poor, young and old. Eccles. vii. 20 : "For 
there is not a just man upon earth that doeth 
good and sinneth not." John iii. 19 : " Men 
loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil." The natural disposition of 
our hearts is by no means inclined to that 
which is good ; it is distasteful to us. We are like 
the Gergesenes who besought the Saviour to 
depart out of their coasts after He had cast out 
the devils from those two men, who were 
possessed of them, preferring rather that Satan 
should thus stalk abroad amongst them in his 
power, than that the Holy Jesus should dwell 
there. They preferred the evil before the good. 
This account is too long to be read now, but it 
may be found in Matthew viii. 28 — 34. And 
these sinful propensities of our nature, unless 
checked by the means appointed by our gracious 
God (and of which I will speak by-and-by), only 
increase with increasing years, and we become 

E 
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hardened in our iniquity ; for this reason, the 
Bible directs us to (Hebrews iii. 13) ** exhort 
one another while it is called to-day, lest any of 
you be hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin." And now I hope I have fully convinced 
you of the utter depravity of the human heart, 
I trust you consider yourselves very sinful. I 
l»ay, I hope and trust that such is the case, not 
that there is any merit in being so, but first 
because it is so, and I wish you to know the 
truth, for (1 John i. 8), " if we say we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us;" and secondly, because knowing your- 
selves to be sinners, there is a sure hope of your 
salvation if you will accept of the Saviour pro- 
vided for such. Jesus came into this world to 
save sinners; hear His reply to the proud 
Pharisees when they complained to His disciples 
of His sitting down amongst publicans and 
sinners (Matthew ix. 12, 18) : " They that be 
whole need not a. physician, but they that be 
sick. But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I 
will have mercy, and not sacrifice : for I am not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance." It was sinners then He came to save, the 
lost sheep He came to bring back to the fold. 
Yet at the same time, my dear children, you 
must not run into error, and imagine you will 
be saved, if you continue the willing slaves of 
Satan. Had the Son of God never come into 



this world to die in our stead, we must all have 
been lost ; yet we must go to Him and thus 
make Him owr Saviour. The wandering sheep 
must return to his kind Shepherd, ere he can 
be benefited by His tender care. Christ came 
to call sinners to repentance; repent, therefore, of 
your sins, pray to God for that Comforter, the 
Holy Ghost, I told you of, that it may dwell in 
your hearts and destroy the power of sin within 
you. Strive to do what you know is well-pleas- 
ing to Him. Pray for strength from above, and 
it will be given you, and although you never will 
be able wholly to avoid sin, yet God knows the 
weakness of human nature. He is a compas- 
sionate and merciful Father, and desires not the 
death of the sinner. Seek to love and serve 
Him, and then through the merit of His Son 
Jesus Christ you will be saved, and after death 
dwell for ever with Him in glory. Amen. 
Let us pray. 
Oh Lord, notwithstanding our sinfulness, we 
approach Thee with boldness, because Thou hast 
invited us to come. We are sinners, and it is 
such Christ died to save. We come, therefore, 
in His name, depending solely on His merits, 
for we have none of our own. Adam, our father, 
fell, and we have not only inherited the curse 
which he brought on all, but by our own sinful- 
ness further increased Thy anger against us. 
Lord, we oflFend Thee every day ; we have con- 
B 2 
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stantly preferred evil to good. Oh, have mercy 
upon us, and deliver us from the corruption of 
our own sinful nature. Send Thy spirit into our 
hearts, and if we have never yet served Thee, 
cause us to commence to-day. If we have any 
love for Thee and the ways of holiness, any 
hatred to sin and Satan, oh increase them, we 
heseech thee, that we may be wholly Thine. We 
thank Thee for having provided a Saviour for 
us, and all we beg is for His sake. Amen. 



Eighth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Oh Lord, under a deep sense of our sinfulness 
and of Thy holiness, we approach Thee in 
humble and earnest prayer, knowing that Thou 
not only hast the power, but the will to assist us 
in our journey through this world, where we are 
beset by so many enemies, that but for Thy 
powerful aid we must perish. Oh, Thou kind 
and gracious God, who never deniest any good 
thing to those who ask it, and knowest the 
wants of Thy children better than they do them- 
selves, give us all we need, and mercifully forgive 
us our sins, for the sake of Thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



SCRIPTURE. 
MaUhew v. 1—12 ; vi. 19—84. 

HYMN. 

The world with its allurements false 
Would lead our souls astray ; 

Our hearts, to sin so much inclined, 
Oft paye for it the way. 

And Satan seeks with artful wiles 

Our footsteps to attend : 
With all these foes, what should we do, 

If God were not oxir friend ? 

SERMON. 

Rev. iii. 21 : Tohimthat overcomeihwiUI grant 
to sit with me in my throne, even as I aho overcame y 
and ami set down vdth my Father in His throne.^' 

These words of Jesus Christ are addressed 
to all mankind, and to all who overcome in this 
life, is the promise of the reward in the next ; 
and we may gather from them, if we did not know 
it before, that there are enemies to contend with; 
for, if that had not been the case, we should have 
nothing to overcome. There are, indeed, three 
great enemies which we shall have to fight 
against as long as we live. They are — the world, 
the flesh, and the devil. Having before spoken 
to you of these two last-named enemies, the 
flesh — ^which signifies our own sinful nature — 
and the devil, I shall only point out to you to- 
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day the dangers arising from the first-named 
enemy, the world. This world in which we live 
is a great enemy ; it offers many snares to those 
passing through it. They may he classed nnder 
two principal heads : its pleasures and its sorrows. 
Both may lead astray. I shall first tell you 
something of its pleasures, and how to prevent 
their leading you into sin. Now, to be good, it 
is not necessary that you should abstain from 
enjoying yourselves; far from it; for those 
people who really love God are always the 
happiest. Beligion was never intended to make 
persons morose and miserable ; but quite the 
contrary. Those blessings God sends us He sends 
for us to enjoy, but everything must be indulged 
in with moderation. How delightful it is some- 
times to walk in the green fields, admiring the 
bright blue sky and the glorious sun, listening 
to the singing of the pretty little birds on the 
branches of the trees, or watching the lambs 
sporting about. There can be no harm in chil- 
dren feeling happy with everything thus smiling 
around them, and having a good game of play 
together ; but this innocent amusement may be 
made a great sin of, if children are so fond of it 
as to indulge in it on the Lord's day, and neglect 
going to His house to serve Him ; or, while there, 
to allow their thoughts to wander to any of these 
things, or neglect any of their duties to enjoy 
them. Some children are very fond of gathering 
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beautiful flowers, and makiiig nosegays or gar- 
lands of ihem, or plucking the delicious summer 
fruits to eat. This is all quite innocent, and 
proper too, but this may also lead astray ; for it 
would be very wrong, in order to partake of these 
pleasures, if they acted contrary to the express 
command of those who had the control over 
ihem, or indulged themselves in fruits to excess, 
so as to deprive them of health and give uneasi- 
ness to their friends. The love of dress is also 
a great snare ; it is quite right to be anxious to 
be neatly and becomingly attired, but what can 
be more ridiculous than to behold a child dressed 
out finely, entertaining very high notions of self 
in consequence, or to see any persons dressed in 
a superior manner to what their station in life 
warrants ? And how hateful is such vanity in 
the eyes of our Maker ! It is not the dreaSf but 
the conduct y which is of the greatest consequence ; 
not the person, but the mind. We should seek 
for the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit. 
St. Peter, in speaking of such, says (1 Peter iii. 
8, 4), " Whose adorning let it not be that out- 
ward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of 
wearing of gold or of putting on of apparel ; 
but let it be the hidden man of the heart 
in that which is not corruptible, even the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit, which is 
in the sight of God of great price." This 
love of admiration may not only be caused by 
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dress, but by many things which are more praise- 
worthy in themselves ; for instance, our acquire- 
ments may lead us into this sin. Children are 
placed at school, or provided with instructors at 
home, in order that they may increase in know- 
ledge and have any natural talent they may 
possess improved, so as to render them useful 
members of society, and more capable of judging 
for themselves when they may no longer have 
kind parents and friends to direct them. They 
should, therefore, make the best use of their 
time and opportunities, but never be puffed up 
at their success, or fancy themselves superior to 
others who, perhaps, may not have been blessed 
with their talents and opportunities. For this 
is not having the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit: All you have comes from God, and 
should be employed for His glory; but you are 
not doing so while being vain and ridiculous. I 
could name many other things if I had time ; 
but remember, as a general rule, that to love 
anything too much is wicked, and that many 
things which are proper at one time are sinful at 
another ; but (Eccles. iii. 1) "To everything 
there is a season, and a time to every purpose 
under the heavens." I shall now speak of the 
sorrows of this world, which frequently lead us 
into great snares, although they should not do 
so ; for troubles are real blessings and sent for our 
good, only being as it were in disguise, we do 



not see them as such. In proof of this, see 
Hebrews xii. 6, "For whom the Lord lovoth 
He chastenethy and scourgeth every son whom 
He receiveth." There are so many sorrows in 
this world, that I hardly know how to enumerate 
them. I will, therefore, speak only of some of 
the principal ones. There is the death of rela- 
tions, especially of parents ; that is, indeed, a very 
bitter trial to undergo ; bat it is softened by the 
hope that they are gone to a better world, and 
that we shall meet them again where we shall 
neyer be called upon to separate ; and those who 
have lost kind parents should not imagine them- 
selves quite unprotected and destitute in conse- 
quence, for God Himself is the Father of the 
fatherless ; and if it leads us to feel ourselves to 
be more dependent on Him, the trial becomes a 
blessing; yet should we forget His gracious 
promises, grieve as those without hope, and 
murmur at His righteous decrees, then the 
sorrow has become a snare to lead us astray. 
Pain and sickness are other trials which are hard 
to bear, and which often induce ill-temper to 
those around us, and a repining spirit towards 
Him who has permitted the apparent evil ; but 
they are intended by Him to wean us from this 
world, of which we might othei-wise become too 
fond, and forget that this is not our home ; we 
should, therefore, be thankful for them and bear 
them with patience, since it is the will of Qod, 
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remembering how much more Jesus Christ 
endured for our sakes, when on earth ; and we 
should pray for strength to overcome these trials, 
even as Christ overcame, that we may sit with 
Him in His throne, as in the text He promises 
us. There are many other trials to bear in this 
life, such as poverty, losses, and afflictions of 
various kinds. (Eomans viii. 28) : " Yet all 
things will work together for good to them who 
love God." Our Saviour, too, says (Matt. v. 4), 
that " Blessed are they that mourn for they shall 
be comforted." Seek to be a child of God, then 
all things will be well, for you will be enabled to 
(James iv. 7) '^ Besist the devil and he will flee 
from you ; " to keep in subjection your own 
wicked heart ; to feel less love for the pleasures 
of this world in proportion as you feel more love 
to God, and the stronger you have the hope of 
everlasting happiness in the next life, the more 
patiently you will endure the trials of this, 
knowing (Bomans viii. 18) that '^ the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which shall be revealed in 
us." All you have to do, therefore, is to give 
your heart to God, and then this promise of Jesus 
Christ will be fulfilled in you : " To Him that 
overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am now set 
down with my Father in His throne." Amen. 
Let us pray. 



Oh Lord our God, beset by those great 
enemies, the world, the flesh, and the devil, 
we come unto Thee for aid ; deliver us from all 
the snares of this evil world. Let not its 
pleasures allure us, or its sorrows dishearten us, 
80 as to cause us to forget who is our Helper and 
Almighty Friend. Soften our hard hearts by the 
influence of Thy Holy Spirit, that they may be 
more conformable to Thy divine will. Enable 
us to resist the devil that he may flee from us, 
and to conquer all our powerful enemies, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 



Ninth Sunday. 

PEAYEB. 

Oh Lord, we desire to come into Thy presence 
with great humility, for we are sinners, and 
desire Thy pardon ; grant it to us, we beseech 
Thee, and for the sake of Jesus Christ receive us 
into Thy favour. We desire to serve Thee faith- 
fully, and look to Thee for help to enable us to 
do so. Give us grace to profit by the instruction 
we are going to receive and to act upon it, and 
to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost be all the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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SCMPTURE. 
Psalms Ixxii^ and ex. 

HYMN. 

When man, for his oflFence, at first 

From happiness was driven, 
God promised (though his doom was just) 

A Saviour should be given : 
A Saviour who should have all power 
To chase the curse of that dread hour. 

The curse pronounced by Adam's fall, 

Was sorrow, hell, the grave, 
As 'twas th' inheritance of all, 

All, Jesus came to save. 
Man his own misery had wrought. 
But God, as Man, his freedom bought. 

SERMON. 

Genesis iii. 14, 15: *^ And God said unto 
the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art 
cv/rsed above all cattle, and above every beast of 
the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust 
shalt thou eat all the days of thy life : and I 
will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heeV^ 

No sooner had our first parents ruined them- 
selves and all mankind by disobeying the com- 
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mands of God in eating the forbidden frnit, 
than this promise of the Sayionr was made ; it 
was, as you see, addressed to the serpent, or 
Satan, as an additional curse he incurred from 
the Almighty for having tempted them to do 
what the Lord had commanded them not. By 
'Satan bruising the heel of the seed of the woman 
is meant that degree of power he is allowed to 
exercise over the children of Eve ; and by her 
bruising his head is meant that Satan should be 
conquered by Jesus, the Man bom of woman, 
the promised Saviour, who wotdd take away the 
curse of the whole world, and by His death 
deliver mankind from the miserable doom 
brought on all by our first parents' transgression. 
What I want to make you acquainted with 
to-day is the promise of the Saviour, and to 
prove to you the necessity for His being the Son 
of God. First, then, we will speak for awhile 
of the promise of the Saviour : — ^it was made, as 
I before told you, immediately after our first 
parents fell ; no particular time was given for 
His appearance, and it was not until four 
thousand years afterwards that He came ; yet 
many times the promise was repeated to those 
good persons who lived in former ages, and 
whom God thought proper to distinguish in this 
manner ; the Prophets also were directed to fore- 
tell the coming of Christ. I shall now point 
out to you many texts which foretell the coming 
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never hear of the Bihle^ and 
those good things to which w© 
ing to-day. We ought to be ve; 
we are so much better off, and mi 
that at the last day God will e: 
OS than from tboee who never 
Lord, help us to profit by the 
receiYe and make ub more than! 
mercieSj for Jesus Christ's sake. 



Third Sundayi 

PRAYER, 

Oh, Thon great God, who knoii'-' 
that pass in our mindSj we comf ■ 
forgivenGSB for all the evil we li 
thought, since last we met ; and ic 
Thy help, to do better for the f\ \ 
always offending Thee, but we l;i 
wilt forgive us^ if we are roallv 
believe that Thoo wilt help ns li 
is right, if we pray for Thy asbr ; 
Thou hast promised Thy Holy Spi i - 
ask it for the ^ke of Thy Sou . 
Amen* 

SCRIPTURE. 
John xiv, 6 — 20. 
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and finally he mnst conqner him and trample 
him under feet, leading captive that powerful 
spirit who had led all mankind into captivity, 
and thus bruise the serpent's head. This require- 
ment to conquer our enemy, Satan, must alone 
have rendered it necessary for the Saviour to be 
more than human. In this emergency, God 
devised the plan of sending His Son (who is 
equal with Himself) into the world to take upon 
Him ihe form of man, and thus uniting the 
Divine and human natures to fulfil all His justice 
demanded, by ofiering Himself up a willing 
sacrifice in our stead. Next Sunday I will give 
you proofs that He, who in the fulness of time 
came and thus died, was indeed the promised 
Messiah, the Son of God. Now join with me in 
praising the Almighty for His great goodness 
and wonderftd mercy to us all, in devising this 
scheme for our redemption; that, although 
eternal death is the just portion of us all, those 
who will may, through the merits of Chris* 
Jesus, be saved to life eternal. Amen. 
Let us pray. 
Oh Lord of grace and compassion. Father of 
mercy, God of all love, we thank Thee for Thy 
kindness to our lost and ruined race. Wondrous 
mercy, indeed, that did devise such a scheme for 
our redemption as that of sending Thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ into the world to die for us on the 
cross ! What can we render unto Thee for all 
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Thy kindness towards us ? Thou hast a right 
to all our love and all our service, yet our sinful 
natures keep us aloof from Thee. Oh draw us 
and we will run after Thee. Help us, poor weak 
creatures that we are. Without Thou sendest 
Thy Spirit from above into our hearts, we cannot 
even love Thee as we should wish to do. From 
Thee cometh every good giffc. Oh withhold 
nothing from us that we require. All we ask 
for is in the name, and for the sake of Him who 
died for us. Amen. 



Tenth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Help us, oh Lord, to enter Thy presence 
with reverence and humility, and grant that the 
instruction kindly afforded to us may be received 
with thankfulness, and may it benefit our souls. 
We beg Thy gracious forgiveness of all Thou 
hast seen amiss in us during the past week, 
help us to live more to Thy glory, and to Thy 
name be all the praise. Amen, 

SCRIPTURE. 
St. Luke xxiv. 18— 82. 
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HYMN. 

He came^ the great, the mighty One, 
The branch of Jesse, David's son ; 
He came to wield the sceptre mild, 
The Son of God, the Virgin's child : 
'Tis by His stripes that we are healed, 
His death our soul's salvation sealed. 

The Man of sorrows and of grief. 
Bore meekly all for man's relief; 
When as a sheep to slaughter led. 
To those who mocked no word He said : 
'Tis by His stripes that we are healed. 
His death our soul's salvation sealed. 

SERMON. 

Galatians iv. 4, 5 : " But when the fidneas 
of the time was come, Ood sent forth His Son, 
made of a woman, m^ide under the law, to 
reclaim them that were under the law.'' 

Last Sunday I told you of the promised 
Messiah, and the necessity for His being the 
Son of God. To-day, I am going to prove to you 
that Jesus Christ, who came into the world more 
than eighteen hundred years ago, was the pro- 
mised Saviour. Not that I think you doubt 
such a generally admitted fact ; but it is right 
that Christian children should be able to point 
out on what grounds they found their belief, 



and tliis is what I shall endeavour to make 70a 
acqnainted with to-day. I shall not repeat the 
texts respecting the promises of a Sayiour which 
I gave yon last Sunday, hut I hope they have 
not escaped your memory, as I shall have to 
refer to them. Although no particular time 
was stated hy the Almighty for Christ's appear- 
ing, there were many signs given hy which the 
true Messiah could he known. Jacoh's prophecy 
that the sceptre should not depart from Judah 
before Shiloh came was realised ; and as if further 
to mark Jesus as the Saviour who was to come, 
it gradually did depart from that nation from 
the time of His birth, and thirty-four years after 
His death Jerusalem was completely destroyed, 
as Jesus had foretold. The sign given of the 
Lord of a virgin bringing forth a son was also 
fulfilled, as you will see in Luke (i. 26 — 81) : 
" The angel Gabriel was sent from God into a 
city of Gulilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin 
espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David, and the virgin's name was 
Mary. And the angel said unto her. Fear not, 
Mary, for thou hast found favour with God ; and, 
behold, thou shalt bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call His name Jesus." You recollect the 
promised Saviour was to be a descendant of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacobs in whose seed all 
the nations of the earth were to be blessed. He 
was also to be of the house of David, Jesse's 
f2 



68 5^abbat|^ Cmfeirtjjs. 

Bon '(Isaiah xi. 1) : " And there shall come forth 
a rod oat of the stem of Jesse, and a hranch 
shall grow out of his roots." All these pro- 
phecies were fulfilled in Jesus ; and that it might 
be known to all, God so ordered events that before 
the birth of Christ there was an order from 
CaBsar (the Boman Emperor to whom the Jews 
were subject) that all persons should be taxed ; 
for which purpose Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
and Joseph, his supposed father, went to Beth- 
lehem, and while they were there Jesus was 
bom. St. Luke (ii. 1 — 6): "And it came to 
pass in those days that there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should 
be taxed ; and all went to be taxed, every one 
into his own city. And Joseph also went up 
from Gtdilee, out of the city of Nazareth, 
unto Judea, unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem (because he was of the house 
and lineage of David); and so it was, that, while 
they were there, the days were accomplished 
that she should be delivered." Thus Jesus was 
bom in Bethlehem, as the prophet Micah had 
foretold (v. 2), " But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto 
me that is to be ruler in Israel, whose goings 
forth have been of old from everlasting." And 
from the Boman Emperor's orders respecting 
the taxation, His genealogy was able to be traced. 



You will find it in Matthew i. 1 to 16. It is 
too long to read now, but you can look at it 
some other time, and it will show you that 
Christ Jesus was descended from Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and David, as it was promised the 
Messiah should be. At the time of Christ's 
birth, a very wicked and tyrannical king reigned 
over the Jews, whose name was Herod ; and he, 
supposing that the promised Messiah when He 
came was to reign as a temporal king (which 
was, indeed, the general belief of the Jews), he 
imagined his throne was in danger, as he had 
been informed by the wise men that the Messiah 
was bom. He therefore formed the foolish and 
impious design of putting the Son of God to 
death ; and in order to be quite sure that he did 
not escape Him, he cruelly ordered all the 
children of two years old and under in Bethlehem 
and round about should be put to death ; thus 
causing two prophecies respecting our Saviour to 
be fulfilled. These were (Hosea xi. 1), " When 
Israel was a child I loved him, and called my 
Son out of Egypt," and (Jer. xxxi. 15), " Thus 
saith the Lord : A voice was heard in Bamah, 
lamentation and bitter weeping, Eachel weeping 
for her children, refusing to be comforted for 
her children, because they were not ;" and notice 
is taken of the fulfilment of these by the evan- 
gelist Matthew, in his account of Christ (Matt, 
ii, 18 to 18), "And when they (the wise men) 
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were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, 
and take the young child and His mother, and 
flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring 
thee word ; for Herod will seek the young child 
to destroy Him. When he arose, he took the 
young child and His mother by night, and 
departed into Egypt ; and was there until the 
death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the prophet saying. 
Out of Egypt have I called my Son. Then Herod, 
when he saw that he was mocked of the wise 
men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth and 
slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, 
and in all the coast thereof, from two years old 
and under, according to the time which he had 
diligently enquired of the wise men. Then was 
fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the 
prophet, saying, in Kamah was there a voice 
heard, lamentation and weeping, and great 
mourning, Bachel weeping for her children, and 
would not be comforted, because they were not." 
An angel again appeared unto Joseph, on the 
death of Herod, to inform him of that event, 
on which he left Egypt ; but hearing that 
Archelaus, Herod's son, was then king, he 
feared to go to Judea, as he was also very cruel ; 
so he dwelt for a time in the city of Nazareth, 
thus fulfilling the words of another prophecy by 
Christ's being called in consequence a Nazarene, 



which means one separated from the people for 
God's service. Those words of the Ahnighty to 
the serpent Satan (Gen. iii. 15), that the 
woman's seed should bruise his head, that is to 
say, completely overthrow and defeat him, when 
the first promise of Ihe Saviour was made, were 
also fulfilled by Jesus Christ. He was the 
seed of the woman, being the Virgin Mary's 
child and having no earthly father ; and to know 
that he conquered Satan you need only look to 
the account of His temptation in the wilderness 
(Matt. iv. 1 to 12), which I daresay you recollect 
reading some weeks ago. There are, besides, 
other proofs of this, and Satan was conquered, 
the head of the serpent bruised, when Christ 
died on the cross for us, rose again, and ascended 
into heaven. It was thus " He led captivity 
captive," and took away our curse. When Judas 
betrayed Jesus Christ to the Jews he received 
from them thirty pieces of silver as a reward ; 
this wicked disciple afterwards repenting, took 
back the money to the Chief Priests, telling them 
that Christ was innocent ; they, however, would 
not set him at liberty. On which, Judas leaving 
the money with them, went and hung himself. 
The Chief Priests then took the money, and, it 
not being lawful to put it into the treasury, they 
bought the Potter's field with it, thus themselves 
fulfilling a prophecy respecting Christ (Zech. 
xL 12, 13), " They weighed for my price thirty 
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pieces of silver. And the Lord said unto them. 
Cast it nnto the potter. A goodly price. that I 
was priced at of them. And I took the thirty 
pieces, of silver and cast them to the potter in 
the house of the Lord." When Christ was 
crucified they cast lots for His garments, which 
had also been foretold by David (Psalm xxii. 18), 
*'They part my garments among them, and 
cast lots upon my vesture." Li St. Luke it is 
stated that when He was brought before the 
wicked king of the Jews, being questioned by 
him he answered nothing (xxiii. 9), " Then he 
(the king) questioned Him with many words, 
but He ainswered him nothing;" thus accomplish- 
ing the prediction in Isaiah liii., part of 7th 
verse — " As a sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
so He opened not His mouth." Christ was 
crucified between two thieves, and after his 
death Joseph of Arimailiea, a rich man, begged 
his body, which he laid in his own new tomb, 
thus fulfilling the words of Isaiah liii., part of 
9th verse — "And He made His grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his death." When 
Christ was crucified, the next day being the 
Sabbath, they wished to remove the bodies, 
therefore begged of Pilate to allow their legs to 
be broken (as they might not be dead), then to 
have them removed. Pilate consented — ^they 
accordingly broke the legs of the two thieves ; 
but, seeing that Jesus was dead, they did not 



break his legs, but one of the soldiers pierced 
his side with a spear, thus fulfilling the pro- 
phecy respecting him by David, Psalm xxxiv. 20 
— ** He keepeth all His bones : not one of them 
is broken ;" and Zech. xii., part of 10th verse — 
" and they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced." Thus, you see, when the fulness of 
time was come, God sent forth His Son, "made 
of a woman, made under the law." I could say 
much more, only it would detain you too long. 
I hope, however, my dear children, that you feel 
interested in this very important subject, and 
will read attentively the whole life of Christ by 
the four Evangelists, and you will see He ful- 
filled other prophecies, besides those I have 
introduced to your notice ; and I trust you will 
believe with your whole heart (that is, feelingly 
believe), that this was the true Christ who in 
the fulness of time came ; that He is, indeed, the 
Lord, your Redeemer. Amen. Let us pray. 

Oh Lord our God, Father of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, we praise Thee that in the fulness 
of time Thoii didst send Thy Son into the 
world to redeem our lost race, and we bless and 
thank Thee, oh Jesus, that Thou didst willingly 
engage to be our ransom. Praised be Thy name, 
Almighty God, that we are not left in ignorance 
and doubt as to who the true Redeemer is, for 
we know in whom we believe; we know that 
Jesus has not only fulfilled all the prophecies 
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concerning Him, but also all the demands of 
the broken law. Lord, accept our heartfelt and 
unfeigned gratitude for Thy great mercy towards 
us. Help us to live more to thy service than we 
have ever yet done. All our requests are made 
in the name and for the sake of our great and 
glorious Bedeemer. Amen. 



Eleventh Sunday. 



PRAYER. 

Again we present ourselves before Thee, oh 
Lord, as petitioners for pardon of sins com- 
mitted in the past, and to solicit Thy gracious 
aid for the future, that we may live more to Thy 
service than we have ever yet done. We are 
unprofitable servants, and but for Thy kind for- 
bearance should long since have been cut down 
as cumberers of the ground, but Thou hast had 
mercy upon us. Prevent us, oh Lord, from 
abusing Thy mercy, and put Thy fear within our 
hearts, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 

SCRn>TURE. 
Matthew viii. 1 — 27. 



HYMN, 

That Christ was God, oh who could doubt ? 

What proof was wanting more, 
Than that some did His praises shout, 

Who never spoke before ? 

The blind were made by Him to see. 

The lame leapt as a hart ; 
Dear Lord, Thy pity show to wie, 

Thy grace to me impart. 

SERMON. 

St. Matthew xi. 4, 5 : " Je»us answered and 
said unto them, Go and show John again those 
things which ye do hear and see : the blind receive 
their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, 
and the poor have the Oospel preached to them.** 

This was the reply of Jesus to the messen- 
gers from John, who, when he had heard in prison 
of the wonderful works of Jesus, sent to enquire 
'' Art thou He that should come, or do we look 
for another?" It is to the wonderful miracles 
wrought by Jesus when on earth that I am to- 
day going to direct your attention, in order farther 
to prove He was the true Messiah. I shall be 
only able just to mention each miracle, and point 
out to you where they may be found ; you can 
read the accounts of them at some other time ; 
it will be a very pleasant employment, and will 
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afford profitable and agreeable subjects with your 
brothers and sisters, and will be much better 
than the silly nonsense children too often indulge 
in. Now to return to the subject ; the first 
miracle wrought by Jesus Christ was turning 
water into wine at a marriage feast, where more 
was required than there was for the guests, — 
(St. John ii. 1 — 11.) He cured by the word of 
His mouth the son of a nobleman at Capernaum, 
who was at the point of death, saying unto the 
father, " Go thy way ; thy son liveth." An 
account of this you will find in St. John iv. 
46 — 54. When Simon Peter, James and John 
(who afterwards became His disciples) had been 
toiling all day at fishing (which was their occu- 
pation) and had caught nothing, Jesus entered 
the boat of Simon Peter and desired him to let 
down his net, which at the Lord's bidding he 
did ; and when he drew it up again, there was so 
great a quantity of fish enclosed that the net 
brake, and they filled both boats quite full of 
the fish. — (St. Luke v. 1 — 11.) Again He caused 
another miraculous draught of fish at a time of 
need, after His resurrection from the dead. — - 
(St. John xxi. 1 — 14). He cast out many devils 
from the possessed at Capernaum. — (See Mark i. 
21 — 26.) Two possessed by devils, living in the 
country of the Gadarenes, were cured ; He suffer- 
ing the devils to enter into a herd of swine 
which perished in the sea. — (St. Matthew viii. 



28 — 34.) Another at Capernaum, who was both 
blind and dnmb, after a miracle wrought upon 
him by the Sayiour, both saw and spake. — (St. 
Matthew xii. 22, 23.) He also cured a boy who 
was a lunatic and possessed of a devil at Tabor. 
— (Matthewxvii. 14 — 19.) At Capernaum, Christ 
healed a man afflicted with leprosy. — (St. Mark 
i. 40 — 45.) And at Samaria, He cured also ten 
others, who were lepers. — (St. Luke xvii. 11 — 19.) 
At Capernaum, Christ healed Peter's mother-in- 
law of a fever. — (St. Mark i. 30, 31.) And at 
Capernaum, He cured by the word of His mouth 
the palsy of the centurion's servant. — (Matthew 
viii. 5 — 13). Also at the same place, He cured 
another man afflicted with palsy who was not able 
to leave his bed, on which he was brought to 
Jesus ; but at His command the sick man arose, 
took up his bed, and returned to his own home. 
— (Matthew ix. 1 — 8.) At Capernaum, a woman 
was cured of what had hitherto proved an incura- 
ble disease (which she had had for twelve years) 
by touching the hem of Christ's garment, becmise 
she believed Him to be the Son of God. — (St. 
Luke viii. 43 — 48.) Near Tyre, He cast out a . 
devil from the daughter of a woman of Canaan. 
—(Matthew xv. 21— 28.)— At Galilee, He made 
straight a woman who had been deformed for 
eighteen years by laying His hands on her — 
(Luke xiii. 11 — 17.) At Capernaum, he restored 
two blind men to sight. — (Matthew ix. 27 — ^31.) 
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At Bethsaida, also. He gaye sight to a blind 
man, — (Mark viii. 22 — 26.) At Jerusalem, He 
caused a man to possess sight, who was bom 
blind. — (John ix.) At Jericho, He gave sight to 
two blind men, — (Matthew xx. 80 — 34.) At 
Decapolis, where a great multitude had been 
following Him and were faint for want of food, 
Jesus took five loaves and two fishes with which 
He fed them all, amounting to five thousand 
men, besides women and children, and twelve 
baskets full of these provisions were left. — (Mat- 
thew xiv. 15 — 21.) Again, at the same place, 
when great numbers of people had followed 
Him, — in all, four thousand men, besides 
women and children, — ^He fed them all with 
seven loaves and a few small fishes, and they 
gathered up of what remained seven baskets full. 
— (Matthew xv. 32 — 89.) At the pool of Bethesda, 
Christ healed a man who had an infirmity for 
thirty-eight years, so that he could not walk. — 
(John V. 1 — 9.) At JudaBa, a man with a withered 
hand had it made whole, on his stretching it 
forth at Christ's command. — (Matthew xii. 10 — 
18.) At Olivet, a fig-tree immediately withered 
away at Jesus' command. — (Matt. xxi. 18 — 22.) 
At Capernaum, a man possessed of a devil, who 
wasdumb, had the devil cast out and the power 
of speech restored at Christ's word. — (Matthew 
ix. 82, 33.) At Decapolis, a man who was deaf 
and had an impediment in his speech was made 



to hear and speak freely by the power of Christ's 
word. — (Mark vii. 81 — 87.) When in a vessel 
with His disciples on the Sea of Galilee, a great 
tempest arose, which He rebuked, saying, 
** Peace, be still," and the winds and waves 
immediately obeyed His voice. — (Matthew viii. 
23—27.) 

At Nain, He raised a widow's son to life. 
— (Luke vii. 11 — 17.) At Capernaum, He raised 
to life the daughter of Jairus. — (Matt. ix. 18, 19, 
28 — 26.) At Bethany, He raised Lazarus to 
life when he had been dead four days. — (John xi. 
1 — 46.) At Galilee, He cured a man of the 
dropsy. — (Luke xiv. 1 — 6.) At the time Jesus 
was betrayed, one of His disciples drew a sword, 
and cut off the ear of Malchus, the high priest's 
servant, for which Jesus reproved him, and healed, 
by His touch, the ear of Malchus. — (Luke xxiL 
50, 61.) Christ walked on the water, and 
bestowed the power of doing the same on Peter. — 
(Matthew xiv. 22 — 88.) St. John ends his Gospel 
with these words, '^ And there are also many 
other things which Jesus did, and which, if they 
should be written every one, I suppose that even 
the world itself would not contain the books that 
should be written" — (John xxi. 25.) After all 
these proofs, none who are not willingly blind 
can doubt Jesus to be the Son of God. We here 
see His power is xmbounded, and that so willing 
was He to benefit mankind, that none who came 
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to Him were sent empty away. When the poor 
leper approached Him, he evidently believed 
more in His power than in His mercy. He 
said, "Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make 
me clean." The reply of the Saviour imme- 
diately was, " I will, be thou clean." Christ 
came " to save that which was lost." — (Matthew 
xviii. 11.) His was an errand of mercy, and there 
is no excuse for not drawing near to Him, for 
His invitation is, " Come unto me, all ye that 
are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest." — (Matthewxi. 28.) AndGodis no respecter 
of persons, except, indeed, it be that those who feel 
most conscious of their need of Christ's salvation, 
to those He is most ready to afford it. Pray, then, 
that you may feel your sinfulness, your utter 
helplessness, then draw near to Him in faith, 
believing He will help you, and you will not be 
disappointed. Oh come to Him, and He will 
refuse you no good thing that you require. Ask 
in faith and you shall receive abxmdantly ; ask 
to be made a child of God and an heir of glory, 
through the merits of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. Amen. Let us pray. 

Oh Lord, all powerful and glorious, who, 
though dwelling on high, amidst light too 
dazzling even for the archangels to look upon 
without veiling their faces with their wings, yet 
dost graciously condescend to regard poor worms 
of the earth, and so to pily our lost and mined 
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state as to send Thy Son Jesns Christ into the 
world to save ns from the punishment due to 
onr first parents' and onr own sinfdl transgression 
of Thy holy law. We bless Thee for Thy mercy to 
us, and pray that our hearts may be so influenced 
by Thy Holy Spirit, that we may love Thee as 
we ought, and that we may welcome Jesns as 
onr Lord and Sariour. Jesus, we believe ; and 
we look to Thee to increase our belief : we are 
dead in trespasses and sins, but Thou canst raise 
ns from that miserable state and cause us to live 
in dependence on Thee, and clothe us with Thy 
righteousness. Cast out Satan from our hearts, 
and let him not rule over us. Let us no longer 
be deaf to Thy call. Make us to hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, and then fulfil Thy 
promise that we shall be filled ; and to Thee, 
the Father, and the Holy Ghost, be all glory. 
Amen. 



Twelfth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Ekooitbaoed by Thy gracious jvomises, oh 

Lord, we draw near to Thee, pleading the merits 

of our Saviour, and His intercession for us, ere we 

ask Thy pardon for the sins we have committed. 

a 
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For Hi8 sake Thou wilt forgive ns; and oh 
grant with Thy pardon for the past, Thy power- 
ful aid for the future to overcome our sinful 
desires, and to live more in conformity with Thy 
holy will. These and all other mercies we ask 
only for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
John XV. 1 — 25. 

HYMN. 

Jesus was man, of woman bom, 

By griefs and woes His heart was torn ; 

By poverty and pain assailed. 

To tempt Him Satan had not failed. 

Yet victory o*er Him could not win. 

Human He was in all but sin ; 

For spotless must the victim be. 

To save from endless misery ! 

SERMON. 

St. John vi. 88 : " For I came down from 
hea/ven, not to do mine own will, but the will of 
Him that sent me." 

As a farther proof of Christ being the Son of 
God, we may consider the purity of His doctrines 
and life. He came not to do His own will, but 
the will of Him that sent Him, and to fulfil all 
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rigkteooBneBB. He taught that not only was it 
neceasary to attend to and obey what the law of 
God commanded, but that in order to please Him 
it must be done cheerfully, with the whole heart, 
and from proper motives, not from vainglory, 
that we may be well thought and spoken of by 
men. Those that do so, Christ declared to His 
disciples, "Verily, I say unto you, they have their 
reward ;** that is, the reward they sought for. But 
He told them also, " They have no reward of your 
Father which is in heaven** — (Matthew vi. 1, 2.) 
In speaking of crimes. He teaches them that not 
only was it necessary to avoid the committal of 
them in deed, but in thought also, or they were 
not guiltless in the eyes of a heart-searching God. 
For instance, a person might be so desirous of 
the death of another that but for the law of God 
which declares " Thou shall not kill,** (Exodus 
XX. 13), and for the punishment which would 
await him in consequence, he would immediately 
take his life, but fear of this causes him to 
refrain from doing this wicked deed. That man 
would be blameless in the sight of his fellow 
creatures as not having committed the actual 
crime, but with God, the desire to do it is as 
the sin itself; he had, as Jesus said, committed 
it already in his heart, and unless he repented 
should by God be punished. It had been 
formerly taught that to love our neighbour was a 
necessary virtue, but our Saviour required more 
a 2 
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of His disciples, His words were (Matthew v. 
44, 45.), "But I say unto you, Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for them that 
despitefully use you and persecute you : that ye 
may be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven." He inculcated the practise of every 
virtue ; and the new commandment which He 
gave His disciples, was to love one another — (St, 
John xiii. 84.) " A new commandment I give 
unto you. That ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one another." 
In all things He came to do the will of His 
Father who sent Him ; and the promises of reward 
to those who followed Him did not concern this 
life; here, they were to expect crosses, disap- 
pointments and trials, but these (comparatively) 
light afflictions were to work out for them "afar 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory," in 
that world which is to come — (2 Cor. iv. 17.) 
Then those who had mourned here were to be 
comforted — (Matthew v. 4), for " God himself 
would wipe away all tears from their eyes " — 
(Revelations xxi. 4.) His life agreed perfectly 
with the doctrines He taught; he led His followers 
up with no expectations of worldly greatness, 
and whilst teaching them to expect none of the 
comforts of this life, he did not enjoy them 
Himself, for " the Son of Man had not where to 
lay His head " — (Matthew viii. 20.) Whilst teach- 
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rendered to the Father of lies than by coining and 
disseminating afalsehood;andaswe cannot serve 
God and mammon — (Matthew vi. 24), you must 
clearly see the folly of denying the divinity of 
Christ, and allowing Him only to be a good man. 
Christ came to do the will of Him who sent Him, 
to bear the curse for us, and suffer in our stead 
that we might have a title to heaven ; but we 
must welcome Him as the Son of God, as our 
Saviour; such you must plainly see He was. And 
what can be too much to render to Him who 
came down from heaven, left His bright man- 
sion in the skies, united our sinful nature with 
the glories of the divinity, and dwelt here on 
earth in poverty and disgrace, where He was treated 
as an impostor, and after suffering all that 
humanity could suffer, was nailed to the Cross 
between two thieves. And for whom did Christ 
thus suffer ? — for you and me, dear children. It 
was for our sakes He bore all this. Oh, can we 
any longer refuse to love Him, who so loved us ! 
Let us draw near to God, trusting in the merits 
of this glorious Redeemer, who is ever at the 
right hand of God pleading His cross and passion, 
and making intercession for us. Let us pray. 

Taught by Thy Son, Jesus Christ, we approach 
Thee, Oh God, as our Father, who art in heaven ; 
and we come to render to Thee our grateful 
homage for the mercy Thou didst vouchsafe to 
us when we were lost, helpless, and ruined — 



even such mercy as to provide for us a Saviour, 
Thine own Son Jesus, and to send Him down 
from heaven that He might do Thy will, might 
fulfil the requirements of Thy holy law, which we 
had broken, and suffer in our stead. Oh, cause 
us to love Him, and to depend upon Him solely 
and entirely for salvation from the curse due to 
our sins. How great and how manifold are our 
transgressions, yet they are all washed out by the 
blood of Jesus ! We need but trust to Him and 
we are saved, for Thou hast laid our help on One 
that is mighty, and able to save to the utter- 
most all who come unto God through Him. 
Enable us to live more in conformity to Thy 
holy will, and more as becoming the followers of 
Jesus. We ask all for His sake. Amen. 



Thirteenth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Again, oh Lord, we approach Thee, to confess 
our transgressions since we last met ; and again 
we beg for Thy pardon, which Thou hast pro- 
mised never to refuse to those who are truly 
penitent. We trust that we are penitent, yet, if 
not indeed so, oh, open our eyes more fully to 
the enormity of our sins, that we may go to that 
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foTintain of Jesus' blood shed for us* Onr prayers 
we present in His name and for His sake. Amen. 

SCRIPTUBE. 
Matthew xxvii, 19—38, 46, and 50—54. 

HYMN. 

We know Thee who Thou art, 

And tremble at Thy nod ; 
Oh, bid ns not depart, 

Jesns, Thou Son of God ! 

Thus deyils owned His power. 

And did His word obey ; 
Submitting in that hour. 

To His more potent sway. 

That power our Lord has still. 
And those with sins oppressed 

May seek Him, and He will 
Give to the weary rest ! 

SEKMON. 

John xix. 4: ''Pilate therefore went forth 
again, and saith unto them. Behold, I bring Him 
forth to you, that ye may know that I find no 
fault in Him.'* 

Pilate, although a very wicked and cruel man, 
yet was so thoroughly conyinced of the perfect 
innocency of our Saviour, that he desired to release 
Him, but the Jews would not have it so, and 
demanded that He should be put to death for 
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blasphemy, because He made Himself the Son 
of God. Pilate (who, you must bear in mind, was 
not a Jew) seemed to have had before this, not 
only some upbraidings of conscience for the 
part he was acting towards one he could *' find no 
faultin," but, also some vague and indistinct ideas 
respecting the truth of the divinity of Christ, by 
the way in which he questioned Him. He must, 
indeed, have been in some measure acquainted 
with the religion of the Jews and their expecta- 
tions of a Messiah. His wife, too, had had a dream 
respecting Christ which greatly troubled her 
mind, and she sent to Pilate begging he would 
"have nothing to do with that just person." 
When Pilate heard from the Jews that Jesus 
represented Himself to be the Son of God, " he 
was the more afraid " (John xix. 8.), and sought 
again to release Him ; and although at last, from 
fear of being represented as an enemy of Gsesar 
(John xix. 12), to whom he owed the governor- 
ship of JudaBa, he delivered Him up to be cruci- 
fied as they desired, yet his conscience re- 
proached him, and caused him to bear testimony 
to His being the Messiah — the expected King 
of the Jews — as you will see by referring to John 
xix. 19. " And Pilate wrote a title, and put it 
on the cross. And the writing was, JESUS 
OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE 
tTE WS. One of the thieves also, who was crucified 
with Him, owned Him as the Lord, and received 
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pardon in hisdyinghourfrom the crucified Saviour, 
and an assurance of happiness after death for 
having faith in the Son of God — (Luke xxiii. 42, 
43.) " And he said unto Jesus, Lord, rememher 
me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom. And 
Jesus said unto him. Verily, I say unto thee, 
to-day shalt thou he with me in paradise." 
Judas also hore the same testimony as Pilate, 
for after his hetrayal of Jesus, when he found He 
was condemned to death for hlasphemy, he came 
and owned him innocent (Matthew xxvii. 3, 
4.) " Then Judas, which had betrayed Him, 
when he saw that He was condemned, re- 
pented himself, and brought again the thirty 
pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 
saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the 
innocent blood ; " thus owning Christ as God 
by the confession of his innocency. He had com- 
pleted no blasphemy in making Himself equal 
with God, for He was in reality so, and it was for 
this cause that Pilate could see ''no fault inHim." 
The centurion and the soldiers who were with 
Jesus during BUs crucifixion at the time He died, 
when they saw the wonders that were wrought, 
could not refrain from owning, " truly this was 
the Son of God." The account of it you read 
in the portion of Scripture for to-day. Herod, 
the wicked king of the Jews, bore testimony at 
the time of the birth of Christ to his belief of 
the reality of His being the promised Saviour, the 



Son of God, by the fear he showed, and the 
desire he manifested to get rid of one who he 
believed was to reign as an earthly sovereign- 
Zaccheus the publican owned Him as Lord, 
although in a different spirit to Herod and Pilate, 
for " he received him joyfully," and resolved not 
only to amend his future life, but to make resti- 
tution for the past ; and he received from Jesus 
the joyful intelligence that salvation had come to 
his house. An account of this you will find in Luke 
xix. 1 — 10. The devils owned Him to be the Son 
of God.— (See Matthew viii. 28,29.) "And when 
He was come to the other side, into the country of 
the Gergesenes, there met Him two possessed with 
devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, 
so that no man might pass by that way. And, be- 
hold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do 
with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God ? Art thou 
come hither to torment us before the time ? " 
Also in St. Mark i. 23, 24 : " And there was 
in their synagogue a man with an unclean 
spirit, and he cried out, saying. Let us alone ; 
what have we to do with Thee, thou Jesus of 
Nazareth ? Art Thou come to destroy us ? I 
know Thee who Thou art, the Holy One of God.'* 
And in St. Mark iii. 11 : " And unclean spirits, 
when they saw Him, fell down before Him, and 
cried, saying. Thou art the Son of God." And 
as a proof that they submitted only to the 
superior power of Christ, or to those commis- 
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sioned by Him, there is an account given of 
what befel those who made use of the name of | 

Jesns unlawfully and to suit their own purposes | 

— (Acts xix. 13—16.) " Then certain of the i 

vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call i 

over tiiem which had evil spirits the name of 
the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus 
whom Paul preacheth. And there were seven 
sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, 
which did so. And the evil spirit answered and 
said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know ; but who 
are ye ? And the man in whom the evil spirit was 
leaped on them, and overcame them, and pre- 
vailed against them, so that they fled out of that 
house naked and wounded.** Thus, you see, the 
devil owned and felt Christ's power. This is a 
convincing proof that' He was the Son of God, 
and these things are written that we may believe 
and own Him also to be such. We may learn 
from these accounts, and especially from that 
of Pilate, that it is possible to believe in Christ, 
to believe and confess Him to be the Son of God, 
the Saviour of the world, yet not derive any 
benefit to our souls, but only increase our con- 
demnation in that world which is to come. The 
Bible tells us that if we believe in Him, we shall 
be saved, but our faith must be mingled with 
love. Herod believed, but his belief in Christ 
as the Son of God led him to attempt the impiety 
of destroying Him. Pilate confessed Him to be 



the King of the Jews, the expected Saviour, and 
he would gladly have escaped from the sin of 
condemning Him to death, but had he boldly 
refused to do so he would most probably have 
been deprived of his dignity, his riches, and 
perhaps even of life. The love of this world 
prevailed over the voice of conscience, and he 
delivered up the Lord of Glory to crucifixion, 
thus working out for himself eternal misery. 
How much better would it have been for both 
Herod and Pilate, had they not believed Him to 
be the Christ ! And oh, if we love Him not, how 
much better would it be for us at the Day of 
Judgment had we never known or heard of such 
a Saviour ! Yet, now there is no excuse for us ; 
we live in a land where His gospel is constantly 
preached, and we have the Bible, which tells us 
of Him, of His love to us. We have His mes- 
sages of mercy, and His invitation to come to 
Him. Come then, dear children, to Him, as 
Zaccheus did ; receive joyfully Him who desires 
to abide with you ; ask His kind forgiveness of 
the past, love Him for the future, and believe 
that His blood, shed on the Cross, has power to 
cleanse you from all sin and bring you to eternal 
joy. Amen. Let us pray. 

Oh Lord Almighty, ruler of all in heaven 
and on earth. Thou great and glorious Being, to 
whose power even the evil spirits are obliged to 
submit, we own Thee as God, and praise Thee 
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as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
thank Thee that He is the Mediator between God 
and man, and we pray that He maybe our Saviour. 
We know that He came into this world to be 
such to us, and we would therefore love Him, 
believe in Him, and trust to Him, that He may 
" See of the travail of His soul and be satisfied." 
Lord, in coming to Thee we plead no goodness 
of our own, but trust to Him who died for us ; 
it is by His merits alone that we can hope to be 
acceptable in Thy sight ; yet for His sake we 
know Thou wilt receive us, for He has quite paid 
the debt due to Thy justice on our behalf. Oh, 
enable us to love Thee more, to receive Christ 
joyfully into our hearts ; and may He dwell for 
ever there ! Grant this, oh Lord, we beseech 
Thee, and to Thy name be all the glory. Amen. 



Fourteenth Sunday. 

PRAYEE. 
To Thee, Oh Lord, we come, confessing our 
sinfulness and begging Thy forgiveness. Thou 
hast said, ''the sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit ; " we desire to offer this sacrifice now to 
Thee : and Thou hast promised '' A broken and 
a contrite heart Thou wilt not despise.** Oh, 
accept us for the sake of Christ, and implant in 
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us the will to serve Thee. We know we can be 
happy only when striving to please God, yet such 
is the sinfulness of our nature, that we are con- 
stantly offending Thee, and breaking Thy holy 
laws. Oh, forgive and help us, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen. 

SCEIPTUEE. 

John i. 1—28. 

HYMN. 

When Mary to the temple brought 
The holy child of David's seed. 
Good Simeon, by the spirit taught, 
Owned Him at once the Christ indeed ! 

And angels to the shepherds came 
This information to afford. 
That Mary's babe, Jesus by name. 
Was Israel's king, was Christ the Lord. 

The Holy Spirit as a dove, 

At Jordan Christ alighted on ; 

A voice, too, came from heaven above 

Proclaiming Him as God's own Son! , 

SEEMON. 

St. Luke xxiv. 46 — 48: '* Thvs it is 
written, and thvs it behoved Christ to suffer, and 
to rise from the dead the third day : and that 
repenta/nce and remission of sins should be 
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preached in His name among aU nations^ begin- 
ning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these 
things" 

This last vorse is what I am going to speak 
npon to-day, and I shall show you how many 
good persons gave their evidence to Christ being 
the Messiah. Jesus appointed His disciples 
to be witnesses of the things concerning Himself, 
and to bear testimony of them to the world, that 
all might believe Him to be the Son of God. I 
have told you much respecting Jesus Christ, and 
laid before you many proofs of His being the 
Son of God. I have shown you that He fulfilled 
the prophecies respecting the promised Saviour. 
I have told you the miracles He wrought ; how 
pure and holy were His doctrines and life ; that 
He was owned to be Christ the Lord by both bad 
men and devils ; and to-day I am going to give 
you another proof that He is the Christ, by intro- 
ducing to your notice the testimony of many 
good men, also of the angels of heaven, and even 
of God himself. God had informed the wise 
men of the east, by means of a star, that Christ 
was bom in Bethlehem, and they came to 
offer Him divine homage — (Matthew ii. 1 — 2.) 
" Now when Jesus was bom in Bethlehem of 
JudaBa, in the days of Herod the king, behold 
there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 
saying, '' Where is He that is bom King of the 
Jew ? for we have seen His star in the east 



and are come to worship Him." This star went 
before them until it came and stood over the 
place where the infant Jesas was, when they went 
in and worshipped, presenting to Him gold, and 
frankincense, and myrrh. There was a just and 
devout man in Jerusalem, named Simeon, to 
whom God had imparted the joyful intelligence 
that the promised Messiah should be bom in his 
lifetime ; and on the parents of Jesus taking Him 
into the temple to present Him to God, according 
to the Jewish law, Simeon being there, immedi- 
ately owned Him to be the Christ — (Luke ii. 
27, 32.) "And when the parents brought in 
the child Jesus to do for Him after the custom 
of the law, then took he Him up in his arms, 
and blessed God, and said. Lord, now lettest 
Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to 
Thy word : for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 
which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and 
the glory of Thy people Israel." There was also 
one Anna, a prophetess, a very aged and pious 
woman, who, coming into the temple at the same 
time also owned Him as the promised Messiah — 
(Luke ii. 88.) " And she (viz. : Anna,) coming in 
at that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, 
and spake of Him to all them that looked for 
redemption in Jerusalem." John the Baptist also 
bore testimony to Christ Jesus being the Saviour 
of the world, and the Son of God — (John i. 29, 

H 
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84.) ''And the next day John seeth Jesns 
coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." 
'' And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son 
of God." There was a ruler of the Jews, named 
Nicodemus, who being convinced that Jesus was a 
teacher come from God, was desirous of learning 
from Him ; he therefore went to Jesus, saying 
unto Him (John iii. 2), "Kabbi, we know that 
Thou art a teacher come from God : for no man 
can do these miracles which Thou doest, except 
God be with him." Jesus conversed with him, 
answered his questions, and Nicodemus was so 
fully convinced He was the Son of God that he 
became His disciple, although he did not openly 
own himself as such. Yet so great was his love 
and respect to Jesus of Nazareth, that when by 
the order of Pontius Pilate He was crucified, he 
united with Joseph of Arimathea (also a secret 
disciple of Christ), in embalming and burying 
the body of Him they loved — (John xix. 88 — 40). 
'' And after this Joseph of Arimathea, being a 
disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the 
Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away 
the body of Jesus. And there came also Nico- 
demus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, 
and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 
an hundred pounds weight. Then took they the 
body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with 
the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury." 



On one occasion a great moltitnde acknowledged 
Him to be the Son of God, when he entered 
with triumph into Jerusalem, riding on a colt ; 
some threw garments in the way, and others 
cut down branches of trees, which they strewed 
along where he should come. All seemed anxious 
to render Him homage, and to own Him as the 
Messiah — (Mark xi. 9, 10). " And they that 
went before, and they that followed, cried, saying, 
Hosanna; Blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord ; blessed be the kingdom of 
our father David, that cometh in the name of the 
Lord ; Hosanna in the highest." Angels also bore 
witness to His being the Son of God, and it hap- 
pened thus ; — ^thero were some shepherds watch- 
ing their flocks by night, and suddenly it became 
very light around, and an angel appeared to 
them, who told them of the birth of Christ, the 
Saviour, and where He was to be found : when 
the angel had thus spoken to them, there sud- 
denly appeared many others, who praised God 
for sending the promised Saviour into the world 
— (Luke ii. 14) : " Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, and good will toward men." 
Then there was the testimony of the angel 
Gabriel, which I have told you of — (Luke i. 
26 — 85). Thrice was there heard the voice of 
God from heaven proclaiming Him His Son, 
first when he was baptized of John — (Matthew 
iii. 16, 17) : " And Jesus, when He was baptized, 
H 2 
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went up straightway out of the water : and, lo, the 
heavens were opened unto Him; and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting 
uponHim: andloayoicefromheayen, saying. This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 
Also when he was transfigured on the Mount — 
(Matthewxvii. 6) : "While he yet spake: behold, a 
brightcloud overshadowed them, andbeholda voice 
out of the cloud, which said. This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased: hear ye Him." 
On one occasion, in answer to our Saviour's 
prayer, God spake to Him from heaven — 
(See John xii. 28 — 80) : Jesus prayed, " Father, 
glorify Thy name. Then came there a voice from 
heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will 
glorify it again. The people therefore, that stood 
by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others 
said, An angel spake to Him. Jesus answered and 
said, This voice came not because of me, but for 
your sakes." When the two Marys went to the 
sepulchre where our Saviour lay, they found 
there an angel of the Lord, who declared unto 
them the resurrection of Christ, calling Him 
Lord — (Matthew xxviii. 5, 6) : " And the angel 
answered and said unto the woman. Fear not ye: 
for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. 
He is not here : for He is risen, as He said. Gome, 
see the place where the Lord lay." After the 
resurrection of Christ from the dead. He abode 
on earth for about forty days, that is nearly six 



weeks — (Acts i. 8) : " To whom (viz. : the disci- 
ples) also, He showed Himself alive after His 
passion hy many infallible proofs, being seen of 
them forty days, and speaking of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God." He then 
ascended into heaven, two angels bearing witness 
to the disciples who were with Him at the time 
that He should come from thence in like manner 
— (Acts i. 9 — 11). " And when He had spoken 
these things, while they beheld, He was taken 
up; and a cloud received Him out of their 
sight. And while they looked stedfastly toward 
heaven as He went np, behold, two men stood 
by them in white apparel ; which also said, Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen Him go into heaven." His 
disciples were witnesses of all these things, as 
Christ had commanded, and they wrote them for 
the benefit of mankind — (John xx. 81) : " But 
these are written, that ye .might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ; and that 
believing ye might have life through His name." 
They preached repentance and remission of sins. 
Bepent, therefore, and your sins shall be forgiven 
you. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you 
shall be saved. Amen. — Let us pray. 

Oh Lord, we kneel before Thee to express our 
gratitude for all Thy undeserved mercies towards 
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us. Goodness and mercy have followed us all 
the days of our lives up to the present hour. We 
have every temporal blessing that we require, 
all that is good for us in this life, and the 
blessed expectation of eternal joy in that which 
is to come, through the merits of Thy Son, Jesus 
Christ. We thank Thee, Oh Lord, for the New 
Testament, wherein is recorded the testimony of 
the disciples of Jesus while on earth to His 
being the Son of God. None other could have 
saved lost and ruined man, but He had both the 
will and the power to accomplish all that justice 
required. Accept of our thanks for this. Thine 
inestimable gift. Help us by Thy spirit to love 
the Lord Jesus as we ought, and forgive our 
sins for His sake. Amen. 



Fifteenth Sunday. 

PRAYEE. 

God of grace and mercy, hear the prayers of Thy 
humble petitioners now kneeling before Thee. 
Oh, pardon our sins, accept and love us- We 
trust we are truly penitent, and seek for Thy 
Spirit to help us to do that which is right. 
Grant that by it we may be enabled to overcome 
the sinfulness of our nature, and act more as 
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becoming the children of our heavenly Father. 
These petitions we present in the name and for 
the sake of Jesus Christ the Bedeemer. Amen. 

SCBIPTURE. 
Isaiah xii., It. 

HYMN. 

The Saviour cries to me, oh come 

All ye who would be blest ; 
In Jesu's bosom there is room 

For all who seek for rest. 

Oh come, and sinful though you be, 

Yet shall you be received ; 
None ever was cast out by Me, 

Who on My name believed. 

SERMON. 

Matthew xi. 28 : " Come unto Me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.** 

This invitation of the Saviour is addressed to 
all, without any exception. To all, Christ says, 
Come* He would draw all to Him. He waits to 
be gracious, and would have all to be saved, for 
He died for all. Yes, truly (1 Timothy ii. 4, 
5, 6.) He " will have all men to be saved, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For 
there is one God, and one Mediator between 
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God and men, the man Christ Jesus ; who gave 
Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time." The invitations of the gospel are free 
and universal — (Isaiah Iv. 1.) "Ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that 
hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, 
buy wine and milk without money and without 
price." We are asked to bring nothing in return 
for what is promised to us. Christ knows we 
have iiothing to ofifer, for we were lost and ruined 
creatures, and it was on that account He came 
into the world to pay the debt for us that was 
due to Divine justice ; He, therefore, requires 
nothing. If He did, the invitation could not 
concern poor wretched sinners such as we are, 
for we should be unable to accept of it. But it 
is expressed in such terms that we can plainly 
see it is sinners that the Lord Jesus calls to 
Him — "Come unto Me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden." To all them that are 
heavy laden Christ speaks ; and every person in 
this world is so heavy laden with sin, that unless 
they go to Him who alone can relieve the load, 
they must perish everlastingly. We are bom 
with this load of sin, as I have before represented 
to you, in consequence of Adam's transgression, 
and we are daily and hourly increasing it by our 
own actual guilt. It is to us, therefore, the 
Saviour speaks. Now, I said before, that He 
asks for nothing at our hands. We are to buy 
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all without money and without price ; yet, if you 
think seriously over the words of the text, you 
will see that there is one requirement implied — 
" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden." It is those, then, who see their guilt, 
who labour under the burden of their sins, who 
feel their weight, and are anxious and striving 
to get rid of it ; who are desirous of pleasing 
Ood, yet cannot do so on account of this heavy 
weight of 'sin which oppresses them, and seems 
to chain them to this world, and keep them the 
unwilling slaves of Satan ; such it is that Christ 
invites to Him, and the requirement of those 
who come is to feel their need of the Saviour, — 
To feel themselves lost, ruined, and miserable 
creatures, and unable to help themselves. That 
is the frame of mind in which we should come 
to Christ, and without we so feel we never shall 
come. My dear children, if you have ever felt a 
hatred to sin, and a desire to do the will of Ood; 
if you have ever striven to do it, and have yet 
found the utter impossibility of success ; do not 
give up the trial, for you are in a right state of 
mind to go to Jesus. You know how vain it is 
to trust to self. You feel your need of one to 
help you. Go then to Christ, for His invitation 
is to you, and you will not go in vain ; for if you 
take notice of the latter part of the text, you will 
see there is a promise — " Come unto Me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
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you rest ; " that is, I will give you relief from 
the burden of the sins under which you now 
groan and labour. You shall see them all washed 
out by the power of My blood shed for you — 
(Isaiah liy. 8.) *' For with everlasting kindness 
will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord Thy 
Redeemer ;** and Isaiah i. 18 : " Though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool." Christ will also give you help to over- 
come the sinful desires of your minds, so that 
you shall not strive so unsuccessfully against 
them, but be able to have rest, knowing that you 
can cast all your care upon Him who careth for 
you ; and the blessed thought that you are beloved 
of Ood, and endeavouring to please Him, shall 
fill your minds with such peace as the world can 
neither give or take away, even ''the peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding " — (Phil- 
lippians iv. 70 Yet as by the sinfulness of human 
nature you will always, while in this life, labour 
and in some measure be heavy laden with the 
burden of your sins, yet you will no longer sink 
beneath their weight when you can see Christ as 
offering to bear your load of guilt for you. He 
did bear it when He took upon Himself our 
sinful nature, and then it was He purchased 
heaven for us, then it was He gained that rest 
for our souls in another and a better world, where 
there shall be no more curse — (Rev. xxii. 3.) 
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For "there the wicked cease from troubling; 
there the weary be at rest" — (Job iii. 17.) That 
will be a sinless and a happy state. There we 
shall have no load of guilt to carry, there we shall 
never labour, or be weary ; but all will be joy 
and praise, such happiness as I cannot describe, 
for " Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love Him " 
— (1 Corinthians ii. 9.) Come, then, to Christ ; 
accept His gracious invitation ; He is a Saviour 
to all who put their trust in Him, for His own 
words are, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest," 
and '* He that cometh unto Me I will in nowise 
cast out." Amen. — ^Let us pray. 

Oh, Thou, who hast invited us by Thy Son 
Jesns Christ to come unto Thee, to Thee we 
now draw near, feeling our own wretched state, 
and desiring to be delivered from the burden of 
the sins under which we labour. We are weary 
and heavy laden, we therefore come to Thee for 
rest. Oh Lord, we desire to forsake our sinful 
ways and thoughts, and turn with all our heart 
to Thee. Grrant us pardon for our transgressions. 
Shew mercy to us in our ruined condition. Im- 
part Thy peace to our minds, that peace which 
passeth all understanding. Give us rest from 
the burden of our sins, and a title to the glories 
of heaven, through our Saviour, who has taught 
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ns to address Thee as, Our Father, who art in 
heaven ; hallowed be Thy name ; Thy kingdom 
come, &o,, &c. Amen. 



Sixteenth Sunday. 

PEAYER. 

OuB Father, who art in heaven, we Thy sinfal 
creatures now approach Thee, in the name of 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ, to ask Thy forgiveness 
of the numerous transgressions committed by us 
since we last met. Many things which we should 
have done, we have neglected to do, and many 
follies and sins we should have avoided we have 
fallen into. Oh, pardon both our neglect and 
transgression of Thy holy law. And grant us 
help for the week which has commenced, enable 
us to listen attentively to, and profit by the 
instruction we are going to receive, for Jesus 
Christ's sake. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
Epistle of St. John, ii. 1. 

HYMN. 
y Forbid them not to come to me. 
For theirs is heaven above ; 
And only such humility. 
Can God the Father love." 
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" Their guardian angels dwell above, 
And see my Father's face ; 
They're objects of my Father's love, 
Theirs is redeeming grace." 

SEEMON. 

Mark x. 18 — 16 : " And they brought young 
children to Him, that He should touch them : and 
His disciples rebuked those that brought them. 
But when Jesus sam it. He was much displeased, 
and said unto them. Suffer the little children to 
come unto Me, and forbid them not : for of such 
is the kingdom of Ood. Verily, I say unto you, 
Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of Ood 
as a Utile child, he sliall not enter therein. And 
He took them up in His arms, put His hands 
upon them, and blessed them'* 

Christ showed His love to young children in a 
very marked manner, and this is a great encour- 
agement for them to draw near to Him. This 
circumstance is recorded in Scripture several 
times, and may be considered as written particu- 
larly for the encouragement of children to come 
to the Saviour, and also to parents to present 
their offspring in faith to the Lord. These 
parents which we here read of, feeling convinced 
by the wonderful miracles which Christ wrought, 
that He could be no other than the Son of Ood, 
who had been promised so many ages before for 
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the redemption of the world, and seeing that He 
turned none away who came unto Him, were 
emboldened to draw near, and present their dear 
children to Him, that they might also share in 
the benefits He was conferring on all. They 
therefore brought them, and begged that He 
would lay His hands on them and bless them. 
Christ's disciples did not approve of this, and 
reproved the parents, apparently imagining that 
Jesus would be displeased at being troubled about 
children, and consider them beneath His notice. 
When the kind Saviour saw it. He was displeased 
indeed, yet not at those who brought their 
babes to Him, but at His disciples for endeavour- 
ing to keep them back. He rebuked them, and 
told them that far from considering children be- 
neath His notice. He loved them much for their 
helplessness and comparative innocence, and 
that it was of such the kingdom of heaven was 
comprised, and no person who did not resemble 
children should be partakers thereof, and He also 
told them another time — (Matt, xviii. 4) "Who- 
soever, therefore, shall humble himself as this 
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven." Now, this part of our Saviour's speech 
may require a little explanation, which I will 
give you in a very few words. Children are weak, 
and therefore require help ; they are ignorant and 
need teaching; and, feeling their own inability 
to act for themselves, they are willing to depend 
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upon and cling to their parents, trusting to them 
in all things, believing that they will do what is 
best for them. This is exactly the feeling Chris- 
tians must have to their Saviour, or they cannot 
enter the kingdom of heaven. The Apostle Paul 
also, in writing to the Corinthians, tells them — 
(1 Corinthians xiv. 20.) " In malice be ye chil- 
dren," as it is of course supposed that the young 
would be more gentle and kind than those who 
have lived longer in this wicked world, and become 
contaminated by its evil influences. Christ, after 
reproving His disciples for endeavouring to keep 
the children from Him, and telling them of the 
love with which He regarded them, " took them 
up in His arms, laid His hands upon them, and 
blessed them." Now, there are many circum- 
stances connected with this occurrence, respecting 
the young children, which you may apply to your 
own case, and learn much from. In some 
respects your situation resembles theirs, and it 
may do so in all. First, these children were 
brought by their parents ; some might probably 
be infants, but most likely the greater part of 
them were not so, or the Scriptures would not 
term them *' young children." Secondly, they 
themselves came willingly* Thirdly, Christ 
took them in His arms; took them to His bosom. 
Fourthly, He laid His hands upon them and 
blessed them. Your parents brought you to 
Christ soon after your birth, at the time of your 
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baptism, when you received your Cliristian name. 
Always recollect, you receiyed this name at the 
time of your dedication to Christ, and be not a 
Christian in name only. Your parents and 
friends are still continuing to bring you to 
Christ, by instructing you in the ways of religion, 
teaching you to read your bible, and explaining 
it to you, and in various other ways. Secondly, 
I have said that the children themselves came 
willingly ; it does not say so in the text, but I 
know that such was the case, because they 
received from the Saviour the blessing which 
they would have missed had they from an unwil- 
lingness to come absented themselves, when their 
parents were going to present them to Jesus. 
Now, you must come likewise ; it is of no use 
your having been dedicated to God in baptism, 
of no use all the good instruction you receive, or 
the religious privileges you enjoy, if you do not 
yourself come to Christ. Had you died when 
you were an infant, before you knew right or 
wrong, Christ would have taken you to Himself; 
but now that you are of an age to judge in the 
matter as to whether you will love God or not. 
He requires you to come. There is every encour- 
agement ; you are not asked to go to a God who 
loves you not. He invites you to come in the 
most condescending and affectionate manner ; He 
says (Psalm xxxiv. 8), "Oh taste and see that the 
Lord is good : blessed is the man that trusteth 



»\UVV^\<1\ ^\\\\\SM\ 



\\\ 



^A t^^ WW \\'NN -^N. v\\.\ irV \\«\\\ *V\^,\\\ \\; '\ 
\\ ,\'^^M\Ka\ \\\\.^\ \^^^\\ \U^\\. y ^\ w.W 

^'*>\^^ \\\v^ \\\^' ^\\\\\ '\\\.^ \ \\\,\ \^\\\\\ \\\ \\v' 
\. '^W •^^\.^ ^^\\i^^\y^\ \.\ V^\ \ y\v\t 'W^ W ^*\\ 

l\\.^\ \h s\\,A\^ \\y\\\ ^\v, \ ^'' \\\ • Mv\\ \\x\t.\ \^\\\ 

- \m\\ nww'.. \\\\\\ <\v,\ m\ V'\\\\ ' " \ ^\\\ t V.\v,\\^A 
\\\\\\\ H^- ^\ ^^^\ ^\A M\. \\^. \.^^^ W \' \'^nv.« •^ \\n^^> 
\\ \\'^y,\^\\\ \^\\\\\\\\\\ \\\\\\' WWW ' \\^V'\\'.\\1( 
\\\\\ \\\\\\\ \.^\^ ^^'A^\y\^\\ \\v ^^'\ \\y' \\'\\\' 

\ 



114 Sablrail^ ^tnt^mQB. 

holy by being made one with Christ, and for His 
sake accepted of the Father ; for you know it is by 
Christ's righteonsness and not by our own, that 
we are rendered meet to be partakers of the 
kingdom of heaven. My dear children, He will 
bless you also, if you do but go to Him. Become 
one of the lambs of His flock, and He will gather 
you in His arms, and carry you in His bosom. 
Only love the Lord, and you shall want for no 
good thing. Amen. — Let us pray. 

Encouraged by the words of our gracious 
Saviour we come to Thee, believing that, for His 
sake. Thou wilt receive and bless us. Send 
down Thy Spirit into our hearts, that by it we 
maybe led to the Good Shepherd, and be received 
into His flock. Grant that we may indeed 
become Christ Jesus' lambs, and so be borne in 
His bosom, for there we shall be saved from the 
snares of this world, from that beast of prey, the 
devil, who goes about seeking whom he may 
devour, and from all that might hurt or injure 
us. We wish only to love the Lord, for then we 
know that whatever may happen that all things 
will work together for our good. Prevent us, Oh 
Lord, from wasting our time and neglecting the 
numerous opportunities of becoming acquainted 
with the things concerning our salvation, and of 
going to Jesus. We thank thee for all our many 
mercies, and all we ask of Thee, is in the name 
and for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Seventeenth Sunday. 

PRAYEE. 

Befobe entering again upon Thy service. Oh 
Lord, we kneel to ask Thy blessing upon it, and 
to beg Thy gracious pardon of our numerous 
sins. We have hitherto been most unprofitable 
servants, grant that we may serve Thee better 
for the future. We can never hope to deserve 
Thy favour, but we trust to Thy acceptance of 
us for the sake of the righteousness of Christ 
Jesus, our Lord, who became our Saviour ; and 
,it is in His name alone that we ask anything at 
His hands. Amen. 

SCEIPTUEE. 
Proverbs iv. 

HYMN. 

Hear what the Bible says (and know 
That all its words are truth), 
" Remember thy Creator now, 
• Whilst thou art blessed with youth." 

The hours fly swiftly, and old age 
Creeps on ere we're aware ; 
Death comes, nor gives His victim time 
For heaven to prepare. 
I 2 
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SEEMON. 

EocLBSiASTES xii. 1 : " Remember now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil 
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.** 

There is in this verse an exhortation to seek 
the Lord early, and a reason given why it shonld 
be so. The book of Ecclesiastes was written by 
Soloman, the wisest of men, and in this as well 
as other books written by Him, there ai*e constant 
exhortations, and repeated invitations to the 
young to come unto God. There are many 
inducements for children to seek God; they have 
many powerful enemies, of which I have before 
told you, and therefore require a powerful protector. 
They are weak and helpless, and must have one 
on whom to lean, and to whom they may cling for 
support and aid ; and who is so suited to afford 
them all they want as the kind Saviour of whom 
I told you last Sunday ? He who is so good and 
gracious, and having Himself endured the sor- 
rows and trials of childhood knows well how to 
receive yours. Youth is the time for learning, 
there are other duties to be performed when 
you have passed the age of childhood ; but 
now your duty is to gain as much knowledge 
as you can — to gather, as it were, a store of 
good things for a future time. You will require 



as much knowledge as you will be able to 
gain, so do not fear to acquire too much, but 
work now, during the season of youth, ere the 
night of old age comes on. Early impressions 
are always the strongest, therefore how necessary 
not to allow evil to take possession of youthful 
hearts. You know not how long or how short a 
time you may live. The future is hidden from 
us, and the uncertainty of life is another strong 
inducement to turn to the Lord betimes. To-day 
the means of grace are offered to you, therefore 
accept them now, to-morrow may be too late — 
(Prov. xxvii 1.) " Boast not thyself of to-morrow, 
for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth." 
The present time is all that you can call your 
own, and if you neglect it, you may have cause 
to exclaim, when too late you see your error — 
(Proverbs v. 12, 13)— "How have I hated 
instruction, and my heart despised reproof ; and 
have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor 
inclined mine ear to them that instructed me." 
And if you look at Proverbs v. 22, 23, you 
will read the consequence of this ; " His own 
iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he 
shall be holden with the cords of his sins. He 
shall die without instruction; and in the greatness 
of his folly he shall go astray." I have spoken 
much of wisdom, and getting knowledge ; I do not 
mean worldly wisdom, but such as is spoken 
of in Proverbs ix. 10. "The fear of the Lord is 
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the beginning of wisdom : and the knowledge of 
the holy is understanding." And this knowledge, 
if properly sought after, will not prove dry or 
distasteful, for (Prov. iii. 17) "Her ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all herpaths are peace." 
The Bible abounds with invitations to draw n6ar 
to God betimes — (See Isaiah Iv. 6); "Seek 
ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye upon 
Him while He is near : " and Prov. xxiii. 26 — 
" My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes 
observe my ways." When David became old, 
he rejoiced that he had known the Lord early, 
and he thus pleads with God — (Psalm Ixxi. 5, 
17.) " For Thou art my hope, oh Lord God : 
Thou art my trust from my youth. Oh God, 
Thou hast taught mefrom myyouth : and hitherto 
have I declared Thy wondrous works." He 
knew so well the value of seeking God betimes, 
that He was anxious all others should do so, and 
thus addresses the yoting — (Psalm xxxiv. 11.) 
"Come, ye children, hearken unto .me: I will 
teach you the fear of the Lord." There are 
many examples given in the Bible for your invi- 
tation ; Samuel served the Lord in His temple 
from the earliest childhood, and God distinguished 
Him, when even a child, by very peculiar marks 
of His favour in shewing him what he would do 
in Israel ; for an account of this you must read 
1 Samuel iii. The good king Josiah was 
only eight years old when he began to reign as 
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king of Jerusalem, and his piety is particularly 
noticed in the Bible — (2 Chron. xxxiv. 2, 3.) 
" And he did that which was right in the sight 
of the Lord, and walked in the ways of David his ' 
father, and declined neither to the right hand nor 
to the left. For in the eighth year of his reign, 
while he was yet young, he began to seek after 
the God of David his father : and in the twelfth 
year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem 
from the high places, and the groves, and the 
carved images, and the moltenimages," Timothy 
is also spoken oifas being well acquainted in 
youth with the wisdom of the Lord, and the 
apostle Paul, in writing to him, says — (2 Timothy 
iii. 15) *' From a child thou hast known the 
holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus." There . are many blessings 
promised to those who seek God early — (Prov. 
viii. 17.) ** I love them that love me ; and those 
that seek me early shall find me," If you draw 
near to God, your understanding will be enlight- 
ened by His spirit, so that you will not mistake 
the path wherein you should walk, and thus 
unwittingly do that which is offensive to Him — 
(Prov. ii. 10 — 12.) " When wisdom entereth into 
thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy 
soul; discretion shall preserve thee, under- 
standing shall keep thee : to deliver thee from 
the way of the evil man, from the man that 
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speaketh froward things." Peace of mind is also 
promised to those children who love God. If 
all children loved God there would be less fear 
amongst them than there is, but they too often 
listen to ridiculous and untrue stories of frightful 
and imaginary creatures, so that they frequently 
are afraid to move about after dark, forgetting 
that God is Lord of the night as well as the 
day, and that He is equally able to preserve them 
in darkness as in the light. You need but love 
Him, and the following promise 'is yours — 
(Proverbs iii. 23—26.) " Then shalt thou walk 
in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble. 
When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid : 
yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be 
sweet. Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of 
the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh. 
For the Lord shall be thy confidence, and shall 
keep thy foot from being taken," Seek the Lord, 
then, now, and " Eememberthy Creator in the days 
of thy youth, while the evil days come not." Old 
age will overtake you long before you are aware 
of it, and if you now seek not God, if now you 
can find no time for His service, you will have 
less then, when the troubles and cares of life come 
upon you. Every day that you withhold your 
heart from God it is becoming more hardened 
against Him ; and every day you serve Satan 
he is gaining more influence over you. Turn to 
God now; delay is dangerous — (Psalm xcv. 7, 8.) 



** To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
heart." The time is fast approaching with all 
of us, " When the dust shall return to the earth 
as it was, and the spirit shall return unto God 
who gave it ; ** — (Eccles. xii. 7.) God grant, my 
dear children, that when this life is over, we may 
all meet in endless bliss above. Amen. 
Let us pray. 
Oh Lord, grant that thy exhortations to us 
written in the Bible, to which we have just been 
listening, may not be as the seed sown in a stony 
soil, but may it take firm root in our hearts, that 
we may show forth the fruits of it during the 
whole of our future lives. Oh Lord, early would 
we seek thee ; we would not drive off so impor- 
tant a duty as that of preparation for death until 
death may perhaps arrive, leaving us no time 
for preparation, nor would we offer to Thee only 
that part of our lives, when old age would prevent 
our doing any thing for thy service. We know 
the blessedness of them that love Thee, and we 
would do so. Alas ! that the sinfulness of our 
nature should keep us back, so that the good 
which we would do, we cannot ; but do Thou, oh 
Lord, help us. Call us as Thou didst call the 
youthful Samuel, then shall we come unto Thee. 
Make us to know the delight, the pleasantness 
of the Ways of wisdom, and may we walk in her 
pleasant paths, so that our opportunities may 
never rise up in judgment against us. All we 
ask is for the dear Redeemer's sake. Amen. 
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Eighteenth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Lord, hear our petitions, and pardon our sins, 
which we now with humility and deep penitence 
confess to Thee. We feel that we can do nothing 
of ourselves, but we come to Thee, for in Thee 
help only is to be found. Grant us aid for the 
time to come. We are increasing in years and 
growing in stature. Oh, help us also to increase 
in wisdom and to grow in grace. All we ask is 
for the sake of Thy Son Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
liomans vi. 

HYMN. 

The dying thief upon the cross. 
Turned to the dying Lord, 
** In glory, oh, remember me, 
Saviour, Thy grace accord." 

** Repentant sinner ! " Jesus cried, 
*' Though late, thou hast been wise ; 
Yet know that thou shalt be with me, 
To-day, in paradise." 
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SEEMON. 

St. Luke xxiii. 89 — 43: ''And one of the 
malefactors which were hanged railed on Him, 
saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. 
But the other answering rebuked him, saying, 
Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the 
same condemnation ? And we indeed justly ; 
for we receive the due reward of our deeds : but 
this man hath done nothing amiss. And he said 
tinto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou contest 
into thy kingdom* And Jesus said imto him. 
Verily I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with 
me in paradise.*' 

Last Sunday I told you of the especial impor- 
tance of early seeking the Lord, and of the many 
exhortations contained in the Bible to do so, as 
well as the good examples presented to our view, 
and the encouragement held forth. I told you 
of the great danger of delaying so important 
and necessary a duty, and I would not by any 
means that what I am going to speak of to-day 
should alter or weaken the feelings which I trust 
then filled your minds, yet I must not with- 
hold any part of the Lord's dealings from you, 
or hide from notice any of His attributes, and 
to-day He will be presented to your view in a 
pre-eminent degree as a God of mercy. To those 
who have neglected to seek God betimes, have 
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never called upon him until the hour death stares 
them in the face, the case of the poor dying thief 
upon the cross affords great encouragement. It 
shows that God will hear those who call upon 
Him with earnestness and in faith, even at the 
eleventh hour. Yet this must not lead you into 
the error of imagining that you may remain in 
sin, and yet he sure of salvation. That you 
might possibly do so, the case of the thief is an 
evidence of ; hut oh, it is a fearful risk, a risk 
which I trust you, my dear children, will never 
run, for only imagine, should you he too late, 
where would your poor souls he for an endless 
eternity ? And you can scarcely expect that the 
God you have hardened your heart against during 
a whole lifetime, will soften it when you find 
yourselves ohliged to turn to Him or perish 
everlastingly ; and without His help you cannot 
even look to Him for aid. Let not, therefore, 
what I am going to speak to you upon to-day, 
render you careless, or cause you to presume 
upon the mercy of your God, hut rather let it 
increase your love for, and adoration of, this 
great and glorious Being, whose you are, and 
whom you ought to serve. In the portion of 
Scripture I have chosen for explanation to- 
day, it says, that one of the two malefactors 
who were crucified with Jesus, railed on Him, 
or derided Him, and at the particular time here 
represented, it was but one who did so, but at 



the commencement of the time when they were 
crucified, both joined their voices with those 
who were below, and looking on the agonies 
of the Lord with imaginary triumph, saying, 
" If Thou be the King of the Jews, save Thyself," 
{v. 39), whilst others mockingly exclaimed, ** He 
saved others, let Him save Himself, if He be 
Christ, the chosen of God," (v. 85.) As if they 
would have asked, of what use was the power to 
help others, if at His own need He could not 
help Himself; and doubting His being the Saviour 
since there were limits to His power, and He 
was now about to die a disgraceful death on the 
cross. But they knew not the Scriptures, and 
that thus must Christ suffer to enter into His 
glory, and be the salvation of sinful man. These 
malefactors also both joined with them in deriding 
the Saviour, as you will read in St. Matthew 
xxvii. 39 — 44. "And they that passed by 
reviled Him, wagging their heads, and saying, 
Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it 
in three days, save Thyself. If Thou be the 
Son of God, come down from the cross. Like- 
wise also the chief priests mocking Him, with the 
scribes and elders, said, He saved others ; Him- 
self He cannot save. If He be the King of 
Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, 
and we will believe Him. He trusted in God ; 
let Him deliver Him now, if He will have Him : 
for He said, I am the Son of God. The thieves 
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also, which were crucified with Him, cast the 
same in His teeth." Also in St. Mark xy. 82. 
" And they that were crncified with Him reviled 
Him." You must not imagine because in St. 
Luke it states that but one thief railed at 
Christ, and in St. Matthew and St. Mark that 
both did so the Scriptures are at all at fault ; 
all they record is true, and one Gospel perfectly 
agrees with the other, as I will show you. Look 
again at St Matthew and St Mark, and you will 
see that when these two Evangelists record the 
circumstance of both the thieves railing against 
Christ, it was not the sixth hour of the day ; 
because, after stating it, they both go on to relate 
the extraordinary darkness which overshadowed 
the whole land, for the space of three hours, 
viz. : from the sixth to the ninth hour. For how 
long a time exactly after His crucifixion, the 
thief (who afterwards became penitent), remained 
hardened against the Saviour, we cannot tell, 
because St. Luke says, it was about the sixth 
hour when he turned to Jesus ; and St. Matthew 
and St. Mark merely tells us, it was before the 
sixth hour when he railed at Him. He was 
penitent, therefore, only a short time before his 
death, only a few hours indeed, but his merciful 
Saviour heard the prayer of the dying and 
repentant sinner. He owned to his fellow sinner 
the justness of the sentence executed against 
Jiiim for his crimes, he confessed Jesus as the 
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remember me when Thou comest into Thy 
kingdom." And what was the Lord's reply? 
" To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise." 
All his transgressions were immediately pardoned, 
and this sinner, being clothed in the righteous- 
ness of Christ, was rendered fit for the kingdom 
of heaven. Had the prayer of the thief on the 
cross been delayed but a very short time longer 
it would have been too late, for death would 
have sealed his eternal doom ; but he repented 
and was received. It is to be supposed the other 
thief died impenitent. You may learn from this, 
the danger of delaying to turn to God, but that 
still it is never too late in this life to seek pardon 
of the past ; only look to Jesus in faith, and He 
will receive you. And if you know of any aged 
sinners who think they have delayed too long, 
and therefore fear to come, tell them of the poor 
dying thief, and let them see that there is hope 
for them, that they may be pardoned if they only 
look in faith to Jesus, their Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. — ^Let us pray. 

God of mercy, we adore Thee, for this Thine 
attribute, so comforting to poor sinners, who 
without it had been exercised towards them 
might have perished everlastingly. It was 
mercy that caused Thee to provide for us Thy 
Son as a Saviour. It was mercy that induced 
Him to quit His throne in heaven to visit 
this world, to take upon Him, our nature^ and 



to suffer in our stead. And Thy mercy is still 
shown to rebellious man every moment of his 
existence, so that even at the last hour, if he 
turn to Thee in sincerity and truth, Thou wilt 
receive him. Oh, what abundant mercy ! Con- 
tinue it, oh Lord, to us. And with all other 
blessings showered down upon us, send also Thy 
Holy Spirit unto our hearts, so that we may be 
led to love and fear Thee, and regard Thy Son 
as our Saviour. May our prayer be, " Lord, 
remember me." Thou hast now entered Thy 
glorious kingdom. Thou hast received gifts for 
men, yea, even for the rebellious also. Oh, 
enable us so to trust in Thee, that we may after 
this life enter that abode Thou hast prepared for 
all who love Thy name. We desire to pray for 
all aged sinners, that they may be led to know 
and love Thee, so that, like the poor thief on 
the cross, they may (though it be only at the 
close of life), turn to Thee and be saved. All 
we ask is in Jesus' name. Amen. 



Nineteenth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Oh Lord, we Thy sinfal creatures approach 
Thy presence now to ask forgiveness for all the 
transgressions we have committed. In mercy, 

K 
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oh our Father, regard us. We have been great 
Binners, but we have a great Saviour; for His 
sake blot out our transgressions from Thy book, 
and remember them no more against us, we 
beseech Thee. Help us to live more to Thy 
service than we have yet done, and to Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost be all the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

SCEIPTUEE. 
Psalm cxxxvi. 

HYMN. 
Fear not, thy sins are not too great 

For Jesus to forgive ; 
The eleventh hour is not too late 

To turn to Him and live ! 

The greatest sinners have most need 

By Christ to be forgiven ; 
For them He on the cross did bleed. 

For them He pleads in heaven. 

SERMON. 

Isaiah i. 18 : " Come now, and let t^a reason 
together, saiih the Lord: though your sins he as 
scarlet, they shall he as white as snow ; thxmgh 
they he red like crimson, they shall he as wool.** 

This verse affords great consolation to those 
who have led a very sinful life,' or committed 
any very henious offence against God's holy law. 
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It shows that there is salvation for the greatest 
of sinners; indeed, that for such was the 
Saviour provided, and we know that such stand 
in greatest need of Him. The prophet Isaiah 
here speaks to the wicked and rebellious 
Israelites, who had committed crimes of which 
you, my dear children, must necessarily be 
guiltless ; yet you must not think that this 
Scripture does not therefore concern you. It 
concerns you to know all about God and His 
great mercy to our sinful race. Neither must 
you imagine yourselves to be better than the 
I persons here addressed, although you may 
not have committed their crimes. Bemember, 
God searches the heart. He neither sees or 
judges as men see and judge, and perhaps you, 
with your privileges, and the numerous 
advantages by which you are surrounded, may in 
His eyes be as guilty as many even who are 
doomed by the laws of the land to die a 
disgraceful death, who have never had the kind 
friends to care for and instruct them that you 
are blessed with, but during their childhood 
were unprotected and uncared for. In thinking 
or speaking of the sins of others, you should 
take these things into consideration, and let not 
pride (which is in itself so hateful to God) enter 
your hearts, but enumerate your advantages and 
your transgressions with sincerity of heart; theUy 
if you ask yourselves the question. Is not this 
K 2 
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Scripture addressed to me also? your reply 
will be, It is. The words in the text were 
particularly addressed to the rebellious Israelites, 
a people whom the Lord had distinguished with 
peculiar blessings; whom He had chosen, indeed, 
from the whole world to be the recipients of His 
favour ; but they had neglected to serve Him in 
sincerity and truth, and as a nation plunged 
deeply in iniquity. In forms and observances 
they still served God, but the Lord by His 
prophet here tells them He hates such hypo- 
critical worship, which was a mockery to the 
divine majesty of a heart-searching God — (See 
verses 13 to 15.) " Bring no more vain 
oblations ; incense is an abomination unto me ; 
the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of 
assemblies, I cannot away with ; it is iniquity, 
even the solemn meeting. Your new moons and 
your appointed feasts my soul hateth : they are 
a trouble unto me ; I am weary to bear them. 
And when ye spread forth your hands, I will 
hide mine eyes from you : yea, when ye make 
many prayers, I will not hear : your hands are 
full of blood." Yet though they had so 
grievously rebelled against Him, He still loved 
them, and in the most condescending and 
merciful manner, endeavoured to draw them 
back to Him. ^* Come now, and let us reason 
together, saiththe Lord: though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though 



they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." 
Now we will consider these words as addressed 
to us, which in truth they are, and we, like the 
Israelites of old, with even greater mercies 
showered upon us than they had (for the Saviour 
had not then come into the world) have rebelled 
against our God. First, this text shows us the 
dreadful condition we are in. Our sins are as 
scarlet. Our rebellion against our Maker is of 
the grossest description, for we have sinned 
against a kind and most gracious God, who 
constantly holds out every inducement to love 
and serve Him. I do not wish to dishearten 
you, or be unnecessarily severe, but I must tell 
you the truth; and I much fear, my dear children, 
that this text concerns you far more than you 
are aware of; and if you faithfully think over your 
actions, you will find your sins to be also of the 
crimson dye here spoken of. Bead the three 
last verses of 1st Bomans, and you will see 
named many sins which are hateful to God : 
" Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, 
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient 
to parents, without understanding, covenant 
breakers, without natural affection, implacable, 
unmerciful : who knowing the judgment of God, 
that they which commit such things are worthy 
of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure 
in them that do them.'* Have not you frequently 
been a backbiter ? That is, have you not spoken 
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ill (perhaps falsely) of another, when that one 
has not been present to defend himself ? Have 
you not been a hater of God, disliking His 
service ? Does not your conscience accuse you 
of pride and of boasting ? Have you not often 
been disobedient to your parents ; perhaps 
murmured against them when they have 
thwarted you, and endeavoured to induce others 
to act in the same manner ? Then, my dear 
children, you have read what the Apostle Paul 
says, that they which commit such things are 
worthy of death ? This is the judgment of God 
against you : but turn to the text, and read the 
kind promise He makes you, " Though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; " 
and how is this to be ? Not by attending to the 
mere forms of religion. These are a mockery 
to God, and He says that He abhors such worship. 
He requires something more than the service of 
the lips. Long, unfelt prayers are of no avail to 
save the soul from the consequences of sin, for 
God tvill have the heart ; and He has provided 
against the utmost need of His creatures, by 
giving them a Saviour able and willing to save 
all who turn to Him. It is in His blood that 
your souls must be washed to be free from the 
stains of sin, and then they will become white 
as snow or wool. There are several examples 
given in Scripture of Christ's power and willing- 
ness to save those who have been guilty of very 
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great sins. For instance, the woman of Samaria; 
an account of this you will see in John iv. ; 
and there was also Mary Magdalene, from whom 
Jesus cast out seven devils. The Pharisee, 
at whose house our Lord was sitting, was 
astonished when Mary Magdalene was permitted 
by Him to anoint His feet, as she was a sinner. 
Christ addressed the following words to him, 
"Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she 
loved much," thus giving at the same time the 
reason why she received pardon. This event you 
will find recorded in Luke vii. 8& — 50. All, 
then, you have to do is to bless God for His 
kindness and mercy towards you, to accept the 
gift of pardon and justification by going to the 
Saviour He has provided for your guilty souls. 
He will wash them from all their foul stains. 
Depend on His love, if you only go to Him, to do 
all for you that you cannot do for yourself; and 
rely on acceptance with God the Father for the 
sake of His dear Son. This was His gracious 
intention when He said, ** Come now, and let us 
reason together : though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow ; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool.'* This 
can only be efiected by Him who died for you ; 
and there, in the fountain of the Bedeemer's 
blood, ever open for sin and uncleanness, you 
may lose all your guilty stains. None are too 
v'de for Him to love if they but repent of their 
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evil deeds, and turn to Him. Their guilt luay 
have been very great, but Christ's love and 
power are greater, and He will save all who put 
their trust in Him. Amen. — ^Let us pray. 

Oh Lord, feeling our guilt, we come to Thee, 
knowing Thou hast graciously addressed us, and 
bid us draw near to Thee, that Thou mightest 
teach us that those whose sins were even as 
scarlet, should be made whiter than the snow. 
We know it is through Jesus, our dear Saviour, 
that this can only be ; we therefore desire to put 
our trust in Him. Lord Jesus, Thou hast died 
for sinners, and wilt not, therefore, refuse our 
prayer to make us clean, that we may be 
accepted of God through the merits of Thy 
righteousness. We want more love to Thee, 
and more confidence in Thy love to us, and all- 
sufficient power to save us from the punishment 
due to our constant transgressions against our 
merciful God ; to whom, with Thee and the Holy 
Ghost, be endless glory, now jand for ever. 
Amen. 



Twentieth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Oh Lord our God, in confident reliance on 
Thy never-failing word, we draw near to Thee, 



to beg forgiveness of our past sins, and Thy 
guidance for the time to come. Our transgres- 
sions have been many and great ; and we have 
nothing to oflFer Thee in return for Thy gracious 
forbearance, but we trust to Thy pardon and 
acceptance, for the sake of our dear Saviour, Thy 
Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 

SCRIPTUEE. 
Hebrews xi. 1 — 22. 

HYMN. 
How great the promises held out to view. 
To those who but beKeve them to be true : 
Yet doubt their truth, and they are not for thee ; 
Believe, and thou shalt their fulfilment see. 
Yes, all that's promised we shall sure receive, 
If in those promises we but believe. 

Hast thou not faith ? then thou art not the 

Lord's, 
He will have none who do not trust His words. 
Let this, then, be my prayer, " Lord, I believe, 
Help thou mine unbelief, my soul receive ; 
That I may see Thee in that world above. 
Bought by Thy blood for those who trust Thy 

love." 

SERMON. 

Hebrews xi. 1 : " Now faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.'* 
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This is the explanation which the Bihle gives 
of faith. I shall endeayour to make you clearly 
understand the nature of it, and also the necessity 
there is for all Christians to possess this grace. 
Faith signifies belief and confidence ; therefore, 
having faith in God's promises is believing in 
and trusting to them, feeling assured that He 
does all things well. And this comforting 
thought, even in the midst of troubles which 
threaten to overwhelm, will enable us to look 
beyond present events, and will produce in our 
minds **the evidence of things not seen." I 
will give you an example to illustrate faith. 
We will suppose a child to have discovered some 
berries growing, which, as they appear beautiful 
to the eye and pleasant to the taste, he imme- 
diately commences eating. His father discovers 
him, and bids him instantly to desist, for they 
will kill him, telling him at the same time he 
must give him some disagreeable medicine to 
take which will make him very sick, but that it 
is necessary. Now, it does not appear at all 
reasonable to the child that what is so agreeable 
to the palate should produce death ; and it seems 
a very strange thing that, when he seems in 
perfect health, he should be obliged to take some 
very nauseous stuff for the express purpose of 
making him ill ; but his kind father tells him it 
is for his good. He cannot see it to be so, but 
he feels assured that such is the case, knowing 
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his father seeks only his benefit. Therefore, 
although he cannot understand it, he trusts 
implicitly to all he says, haying faith in his 
word, and thus possessing in his mind " the 
evidence of things not seen." We are frequently 
called upon to exercise faith, for there are so 
many of the works and doings of the Almighty 
beyond our feeble powers to comprehend, that it 
is only by faith in His Word we can receive them 
at all. '' It is through faith that we understand 
that the worlds were framed by the word of God, 
so that things which are seen were not made of 
things which do appear" — (Heb. xi. 3). It is 
only by faith in God's word and promises that 
we are enabled to bear up against the afflictions 
and troubles of this life. It may seem to 
mortals, perhaps, that many things that happen 
would be better otherwise, did they not feel 
assured that God knows best. Christians being 
aware of this endeavour to submit with patience to 
all the afflicting events of Providence, having 
faith in His word, which gives them an assurance 
(notwithstanding the dark clouds by which 
they are surrounded) that all is well. They 
cannot, perhaps, at that time see it, but faith 
enables them to say — " I know that these events 
will be for my good, since God has said so; for His 
promise is that ** all things shall work together 
for good to them that love the Lord." — (Kom. 
viii. 28.) The necessity for this grace is very 
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great, for the Bible declares that it is impossible 
to please God without it — (Heb. xi. 6.) "For 
without faith it is impossible to please EUm: 
for he that cometh to God must believe that He 
is, and that He is a rewarder of all them that 
diligently seek Him." It is frequently alluded 
to in the Scriptures. St. Paul, in his Epistle 
to the Ephesians, says, " For by grace are ye 
saved through faith ; and that not of yourselves : 
it is the gift of God"— (Eph. ii. 8). And in 
the Epistle to Romans i. 16, — " For I am not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ : for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth" When the jailor inquired of Paul 
and Silas what he should do to be saved, the 
answer was : — " Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ"— (Acts xvi. 31). Without faith we 
cannot approach the throne of God in suppli- 
cation for mercy. How should we, who are 
sinful beings, dare to ask anything but in the 
name and for the sake of Christ ? and to plead 
His merits effectually we must believe them to 
be of avail. Thus, you see, we are called upon 
to exercise faith every time we bend the knee to 
God in prayer ; for we must trust to Christ, or 
He will not be our Saviour. His declaration 
was, " that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." — (John 
iii. 16.) Faith is necessary for our salvation, 
for "he who believeth not, the wrath of God 
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abideth on him ; and he shall not see life.'^ 
(John iii. 86.) The possession of faith will 
enable us to overcome any difficulties which may 
surround us, while the absence of it would 
cause us to be conquered by the enemy of our 
souls. It was the want of a sufficient measure 
of this grace which prevented the disciples from 
— casting out the devil from the lunatic child.'' 
(Matt. xvii. 19, 20). " Then came the disciples 
to Jesus apart^ and said, Why could not we 
cast him out? And Jesus said unto them. 
Because of your unbelief : for verily I say unto 
you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard-seed, 
ye shall say unto this mountain, Bemove hence 
to yonder place ; and it shall remove ; and nothing 
shall be impossible to you." Christ having 
given them such power, they had but to believe 
in ELis word and nothing should be to them 
impossible. And faith is required of us also ; 
we must believe all the promises of God to us ; 
then shall we assuredly see them fulfilled. 
" Let us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith " — (Heb. x. 22). If we possess 
this necessary grace but in a small degree, our 
prayer should be, ** Lord, increase our faith" — 
(Luke xvii. 5). Thus, you see, the Christian's 
duty is in reality very simple, although his 
trials and perplexities may often seem to be very 
great. All he has to do is to love God ; con- 
stantly striving, with His help, to perform what 
he knows will be well pleasing to Him, leaving 
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the result entirely to Him who orders all things 
aright. In short, my dear children, if we but 
loTe God, we may safely trust to Him in all 
things, and by doing so we shall be practising 
the grace of faith. Let us not be then of them 
who draw back unto perdition, but of them who 
believe to the saving of the soul. Amen. 

Let us pray. 
Oh, Lord, our God, we would come to Thee 
trusting implicitly on Thy word. We know 
that without faith it is impossible to please Thee; 
we therefore entreat Thee to implant this grace 
in our hearts, for Thou hast promised, and wilt 
therefore perform. Thy word is sure, and we 
desire to trust in it. Oh, help us to draw near 
to Thee in the full assurance of faith, believing 
that our sins will be pardoned for the sake of 
Christ, and accounting that nothing is impos- 
sible for Him to perform which He has promised. 
Oh, may we make all the promises ours by 
believing in them ! Hear us, oh God, for the 
sake of Thy Son Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 



Twenty-first Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Oh Lord, we approach Thee in humble 
reliance on Thy never-failing word, to ask for- 



giveness of our nmuerous sins. Blot them out, 
oh God, we beseech Thee* Help us better to 
improYe our advantages for the time to come, 
and to live more entirely to Thee. May what 
we are now going to hear be deeply imprinted 
on our hearts. Oh hear our prayers, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. AiiCien. 

SCEIPTURE. 

Hebrews xi. 23 — 40. 

HYMN. 

Wonders were wrought of old by Moses' rod. 

Because he trusted to the word of God ; 

And faithful Abraham would have slain his son. 

From whom, in after years, the Saviour sprung ; 

Joshua believed, and, at the trumpet's sound, 

The walls of Jericho fell to the ground ; 

In trouble David, trusting, looked above. 

And was delivered by a God of love. 

And shall we doubt aught that the Bible saith ? 

Lord, we believe — do Thou increase our faith. 

SERMON. 

Hebbews xii. 1, 2. " Wherefore seeing we 
also are compassed about with so great a cUmd 
of vninesses, let us lay aside every weight, and 
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us 
nm with patience the race that is set before us. 
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looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of 
our faith.'' 

I explained to you, last Sunday, the nature of 
faith, and the absolute necessity there is for 
the possession of that grace; to-day I shall 
speak of the many good men of former times 
who displayed great faith, and whose histories 
are recorded as bright examples for us to follow. 
I shall tell you first of Abraham, who was termed 
the father of the faithful from his implicit con- 
fidence in the word of God. The most remarkable 
proof of his faith in God's word and promises 
is shewn in the circumstance connected with 
Isaac his son. Abraham lived to be a very 
old man before he had any child by his wife 
Sarah, she being old also. God then promised 
him a son by Sarah. He believed the Lord, and 
Isaac was bom, who was nbt only to be the 
father of many nations, but from whom, in after 
years, Jesus Christ, the Saviour of all the world, 
was to spring.. All parents naturally love their 
children, but the interest Abraham felt for 
Isaac must have been increased tenfold by the 
peculiar circumstances attending his birth, for 
he was his only son, bom to him in his old age, 
and the child of promise. What, then, must 
have been his feelings when God commanded, 
him to take that very child and ofier him up as 
a sacrifice to Him? The manner, too, in which, 
the Almighty addressed him was calculated to 
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bring to mind every circumstance which ren- 
dered the trial harder — (See Genesis xxii. 1, 2). 
''And it came to pass after these things, that 
God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, 
Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. 
And He said, Take now thy son, thine only son 
Isaac, whom thou loTest, and get thee into the 
land of Moriah ; and offer him there for a burnt 
offering upon one of the mountains which I will 
tell thee of." Abraham obeyed, not in a dilatory 
or discontented manner, but he attended to the 
command of the Almighty with alacrity, for he 
** rose up early in the morning" to do so — (See 
8rd verse). What a severe trial ! He was to 
sacrifice with his own hand the child he so 
fondly loved, the child through whom he was 
to inherit the promises. He made no complaint 
that the oath sworn to him was about to be 
broken, for although that seemed to be the case, 
Abraham knew that God could do all things, 
and that He never would desert those that put 
their trust in Him. He therefore went readily 
forth to fulfil the command of the Almighty, 
leaving the result with Him. This shewed strong 
faith, and although he was permitted to proceed 
till his knife was uplifted to slay Isaac, who was 
lying bound on the altar, God had not deserted 
his servant, but sent an angel to his relief, at 
the very moment when all hope seemed over, 
who thus addressed him — (Genesis xxii. 12, 18) 
L 
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^' Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do 
thou anything unto him : for now I know that 
thou fearest God, seeing that thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son, from me. 
And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, 
and behold behind him la ram caught in a 
thicket by his horns : and Abraham went and 
took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt 
offering in the stead of his son." Moses showed 
his faith by acting according as the Lord had 
directed him with regard to the ten plagues by 
which the wicked Egyptians were afllicted, an 
account of which you will see in Exodus Yii — ^xii. 
When the Israelites had at last been permitted 
by Pharaoh to leave Egypt, he repented and 
pursued after them, coming up to them just as 
they had reached the borders of the Eed Sea. 
When they were placed in this fearful situation, 
the sea before and their enemies behind, they 
unjustly accused Moses of being the cause of 
the destruction which seemed inevitable. Then 
behold the faith of Moses, even in this awful 
strait — (Exodus xiv. 13, 14). "And Moses 
said unto the people. Fear ye not, stand still, 
and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will 
shew to you to-day ; for the Egyptians whom ye 
have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no 
more for ever. The Lord shall fight for you, 
and ye shall hold your peace." God did not 
disappoint his hopes, but bade him stretch forth 



his rod across the sea, and it should be dry 
gronnd. He obeyed^ and the children of Israel 
passed over in safety, which the Egyptians 
essaying to do, were drowned. Many other 
acts of Moses manifest his faith in God's word. 
Joshua was also a believing servant of God, as 
you will see by his observing all His commands 
with respect to conquering the city of Jericho. 
He believed the word of the Almighty, and it 
happened to him even as had been promised, 
for those who trust Him will never trust in vain 
— (See Joshua vi. 1 — 20). The histories of many 
other faithful servants of God are recorded both 
in the Old and New Testament — many more 
than I have time to speak of. These are all 
witnesses to the truth of His promises ; let us, 
therefore, follow their example. We may not, 
indeed, be able to work the miracles which 
Moses did (there being no longer need of such 
things), but there is still a way for us to exercise 
the grace of faith. We are to **run with 
patience the race that is set before us, looking 
to Jesus the author and finisher of our faith." 
He it was who died in our stead, and thus gave 
us a title to heaven, and He will accomplish 
what He has promised. He will send his Spirit 
into our hearts to direct us in the right way ; 
He will strengthen us in every time of need, so 
that at last we shall be more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us. Thus He is both 
L 2 
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the author and finisher of our faith. To believe 
this is what is required of you for your salyation, 
and by so doing you will be following the 
pattern set by the holy men I have been telling 
you of. Attend, dear children, to what I have 
said, and endeavour to feel that Jesus Christ is 
your Saviour. Amen. — Let us pray. 

Oh, holy Lord God, thou God of faithfulness 
and truth, we beg of Thee to guide our wander- 
ing hearts in the right way. Oh, soften them, 
that we may be savingly impressed by what we 
have heard. Enable us to put our whole trust 
in Thee at all times, both in things respecting 
this life, and also in those that concern the 
salvation of our immortal souls, which have been 
purchased by the blood of Jesus. We remember 
that when Peter had power given to him to walk 
on the water, he only began to sink when he 
began to doubt. Lord,, keep us from fears and 
doubts, then we shall be able to walk the path 
before us in this life, till we reach Thee safely 
in heaven. Forgive our sins, and hear our 
prayers, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



Twenty-second Sunday. 

PRAYER. 
Oh Lord, our Creator and Protector, we thank 
Thee for preserving us from all the ills of this 



life, so that we -are enabled to meet at Thy 
throne to ask forgiveness of Thee for all the 
transgressions we have been guilty of since we 
last assembled together. Pardon us, we entreat 
Thee, and assist us by Thy Holy Spirit, that we 
may avoid what is displeasing to Thee for the 
time to come, for the sake of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

SCEIPTUEE. 
2 PeUr i. 

HYMN. 

Whether there's love to God or no, 
Not words alone can prove ; 
Good deeds must bear their part to show 
We lack not holy love. 

Christ's foes so many, friends so few, 
I must not idle be ; 
Both what I say, and what I do. 
Must show my love for Thee. 

SERMON. 

James ii. 14 : " What doth it profit, my 
brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and 
have not works ? Can faith save him ?" 

For two Sundays past I have been explaining 
the nature of faith to you, and pointing out how 
necessary it is to our salvation. I told you 
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then that whosoever belieyed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ would be saved from the penalty due to 
his sins, and gain a title to that inheritance 
purchased by His blood. This is all perfectly 
true, notwithstanding the text I have chosen to- 
day seems flatly to contradict the correctness of 
what I have previously told you. For here St. 
James says that it does not profit to possess 
faith alone. I hope you will be exceedingly 
attentive, and follow mo while I explain this 
very important subject. Again, I must tell you 
that faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is all that is 
necessary for salvation ; but it must be the right 
sort of faith, for as the Bible tells us in one 
place, *' Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved '* — (Acts xvi. 81) ; and in 
another part of the Bible, that faith alone is 
of no avail, it is very evident that the faith 
spoken of in these two places is not of the same 
nature, and I shall endeavour to make you 
clearly understand the great difference — great, 
indeed, since the eternal welfare of the immortal 
soul is involved ! St. James goes on, in the 
chapter from which the text is taken, to point 
out the impossibility of faith alone to save, and 
he brings forward the devils as a proof that 
such is the case — (2nd chapter 19th verse) : 
" Thou believest that there is one God, thou 
doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble." 
They believe in God's power to do all things, 
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because they "believe and tremble;" and you 
have seen tbat when Christ came into this world 
to save our sinful race, they acknowledged Him^ 
saying, " Let us alone ; what have we to do with 
Thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth ? Art thou come 
to destroy us? I know Thee who Thou art, the 
Holy One of God"— (Mark i. 24). Satan 
believed in Christ's power to rescue man from 
the bondage of sin and from his malice. But a 
belief such as this will not save us ; — something 
more is expected. It must be a loving belief, 
for if not so, your faith will be no better than 
that of those lost spirits. They believe in, but 
do not love the Lord Jesus Christ. And if you 
love God, you will endeavour to do what is well- 
pleasing to Him, and thus your faith will be 
joined with works, and " made perfect" — (James 
ii. 21, 22). "Was not Abraham our father 
justified by works, when he had offered Isaac 
his son upon the altar ? Seest thou how faith 
wrought with his works, and by works was faith 
made perfect ?" You see, the faith of Abraham 
was not of that kind which lacked love to God, 
for when commanded he did not hesitate to give 
his only son ; nor was it inactive faith, for he 
did not testify his belief on Him by word of 
mouth only, but his faith brought forth works. 
Moses performed also many good works ; — ^he 
could have remained at the palace of the king of 
Egypt, in the enjoyment of every luxury (for 
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you must remember that Pharoah's daughter had 
adopted him as her son) ; but he chose '' rather 
to suffer affliction with the people of God, than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season" — 
(Heb. xi. 25). He performed all the commands 
of the Almighty, in leading his discontented and 
murmuring brethren through the wilderness for 
forty years. We are not to be idle, and to imagine 
that because our salvation has been wrought out 
for us by the Son of God on the cross, that there 
is nothing for us to do. Good works are expected 
of us, for it is of no avail only to aay we believe 
on the Lord Jesus. We must give some proofs of 
our belief, for " If a brother or sister be naked, 
and destitute of daily food, and one of you say 
unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and 
filled ; notwithstanding ye give them not those 
things which are needful to the body ; what doth it 
profit?'* — (Jamesii. 16, 16). Weare to "lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset 
us.** Thus, you see, you are to give up favourite 
sins, and anything which is a drawback to our 
running the Christian race, bearing whatever 
trials may be appointed us with patience. We 
are to '' follow peace with all men, and holiness, 
without which no man shall see the Lord" — 
(Heb. xii. 14). Works are the firuits of God's 
Spirit moving within us, and causing us to do 
His good pleasure. If these are absent, how 
shall it be seen that we are the children of God? 
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For a tree is known by its fmits, and those that 
bring forth nothing are in danger of being cut 
down as comberers of the ground. Let us, 
therefore, take heed that such a fate may not be 
ours, and remember that those who truly love 
Ood will delight to do His will. Good works 
will follow as the natural result of a loving faith 
in Him who died for us. I trust you now under- 
stand the sort of faitii which is expected of you. 
Pray, therefore, that youmay become the possessor 
of it, showing forth your Christian faith in the 
Christianlike life you lead ; doing always what 
you know to be well-pleasing to a holy and heart- 
searching God, not heisitating to surrender any- 
thing to Him that He may require of you, even 
though it should be as dear to you as was to 
Abraham his only son Isaac, for ^* as the body 
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works 
is dead also." Amen. — Let us pray. 

Oh, Holy Lord God, we fall down at Thy foot- 
stool to adore Thy grace in having provided us 
with a Saviour ; we desire to trust in Him, know- 
ing He is well able to perform all things that 
He hath promised, yet we would be the posses- 
sors of something more than that dead faith, 
which only confesses Him to be a God able to 
save our souls. We would adore Him for His 
greatness, and love Him for His infinite mercy 
and goodness to our lost and ruined race. We 
humbly beseech Thee to grant us Thy Holy 
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Spirit, that we may be the followers of Thy 
servants Abraham, Moses, and Joshua, bringing 
forth abundantly, as they did, those good works 
which will show our love to Thee, and enable us 
then to fulfil all Thou requirest. May we not 
be such barren fig-trees as we have been, lest 
Thou be tempted to cut us down as cumberers 
of the ground. Spare us, oh Lord, and help 
us to bring forth much fruit, and may our holy 
deeds show our love to Thee. Take us under 
Thy care, and forsake not Thy erring children for 
the sake of Him in whom we put our trust, even 
Thy Son, Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 



Twenty-third Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

Gracious God, we kneel down before Thy 
throne, to acknowledge our sins and to beg Thy 
pardon of them. Alas ! how often do we ofiend 
Thee, for not only can we recall to mind evil 
thoughts but even our words and actions have 
been offensive to Thee ; and so unworthy are we, 
that but for the intercession of our gracious 
Saviour, we dare not even approach Thy presence, 
yet, through Him, we know we have access. It is 
His merits alone that we would plead, and for His 
sake only that we entreat pardon and acceptance. 
Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE. 

Galatians iv. 

HYMN. 

Not by the good deeds we have done. 
Will our salvation e*er be won ; 
Our righteousness can nought ayail. 
With a just God 'twill not prevail. 

Our righteousness ; oh, boast how vain ! 
Through it we ne*er could heaven gain ; 
On Jesu's merits we must rest, 
Through Him alone we can be blest. 

SERMON. 

Galatians ii. 16 : " Knowing that a man is 
not justified by the works of the law, but by the 
faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in 
Jesus Christ, that we might by justified by the 
faith of Christ, and not by the works of the 
law : for by the works of the law shall no flesh 
be justified.** 

As last Sunday I endeavoured to impress on 
your minds the necessity of good works, as well 
as faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, I am anxious 
to say something more to you on that subject, 
lest I should have led you unintentionally into 
error, by making you believe that it is possible 
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for you to do something yourself ^ which may in 
some measure justify you before God, and work 
out the salvation of your souls. That would 
be indeed a sad error to fall into, as it is by the 
sacrifice of Christ alone that you can be saved, 
and to Him alone must be given all the gloiy. 
"We are justified by the faith of Christ, not by 
the works of the law : for by the works of the 
law shall no flesh be justified." And why such 
is the case is very evident. We cannot do what 
would render us just in the sight of God, for 
even when we would wish to do what is good, 
our wicked inclinations come in the way, and 
evil is mixed up with the good we do. If, for 
instance, we perform a gracious action, we feel 
a pride in contemplating it, and pride is hateful 
to God ; if we kneel down to pray, how often do 
our thoughts wander, and whilst addressing the 
Most High with our lips, oipr hearts are far from 
Him in the busy and sinful scenes of this world. 
Thus sin is mixed up even with our holiness ; how, 
then, can it be acceptable to Him who is "Of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity ?" Thus, you 
see, you can do noliiing whidh will avail to save 
your soul; for although good works are well 
pleasing to God, He will not accept them as even 
j^rt payment of the immense debt due to His 
ofiended justice, as He has shown us in the 
chapter you have just read, as well as in the 
words of the text. Abraham had a son (Ishmael), 
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whose mother (Hagar), was a bond-woman, and 
another son (Isaac), the son of Sarah, his wife, 
of whom I haye lately told you so mnch. Ishmael 
being bom after the flesh, that is to say, in the 
usual course of events, was an emblem of those 
things relating to the law amongst which good 
works are included. But Isaac being the child 
of promise, was an emblem of our freedom 
wrought out by Christ Jesus. Now, the command 
to Abraham was to cast out the son of the bond- 
woman, and not permit him to share even the 
inheritance with Isaac. ''Nevertheless what 
saith the Scripture ? Cast out the bond- woman 
and her son : for the son of the bond- woman 
shall not be heir with the son of the free woman " 
— (Galatians iv. 80). Thus plainly showing that 
we must not imagine that anything that we can 
do can render us acceptable in the sight of God. 
Christ has bought our souls with a price, — ^the 
price of His own blood, shed for us on the cross. 
He quite paid the debt due to the offended justice 
of God, leaving nothing more to be done for our 
salvation. He left not the smallest part of that 
debt to be paid by us, and the good which is 
required of you, is merely as a proof of your 
love to Him, for if you love Him you will fulfil 
His commands. Besides, the practice of what 
is good and right ensures your own happiness, 
for goodness (I mean comparative goodness, of 
course) is as assuredly accompanied by happiness 
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as vice is attended by misery. But had works 
been necessary to save the soul, then what would 
have become of the poor thief on the cross ? Yet, 
when he looked with eyes of faith and love to 
the Bedeemer, His gracious pardon was immedi- 
ately pronounced. What hath not the Son of 
God wrought for you ! He has redeemed your 
souls from endless misery, and purchased ever- 
lasting joy for them, with the price of His 
precious blood ; think on these things, and your 
hearts will be warmed with love to Him, and 
under these feelings you will endeavour to avoid 
offending Him, for He demands this as a proof 
of your love. '*If ye love me, keep my com- 
mandments" — (John xiv. 15). Dear children, 
I fear some parts of what I have said to you 
to-day, you may have found it hard to comprehend, 
although I have endeavoured to make every 
thing as plain as possible ; but this much you 
may be able to keep in mind, attend then to it. 
You must strive to do that which is good, but 
be humble, knowing how imperfect even your 
best deeds are ; and after all that you can do, 
remember you are but an unprofitable servant, 
and that it is through Christ alone that you are 
an heir of glory. Amen. — Let us pray. 

Thou holy and righteous God, who art of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity, we draw near 
to Thy presence, sheltered from Thy wrath by 
our glorious Bedeemer. Oh, Lord, what are we 
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that Thou shooldest consider us ! Even when 
we would do good evil is present with us. We 
thank Thee most heartily that it is not left to us 
to work out our own salvation, or our souls would 
be eternally lost! For what could we bring to 
Thee of our own that would be acceptable? 
Alas ! nothing ; yet, praised be Thy holy name, 
that we are not left to perish. What shall we 
render unto Thee for all Thy mercies ; we will 
take the cup of salvation, and call on the name 
of the Lord. With Thy help we will devote our 
lives to Thy service, endeavouring to perform 
always what we know is well-pleasing to Thee, 
and avoiding such things as give Thee offence. 
Thus would we continually show forth our love 
and gratitude for thy great mercy towards us 
during the whole of our lives whilst here on 
earth, and placing all the hopes of salvation on 
the merits of our Bedeemer. We trust that 
when this life is over we shall sing Thy praises 
for evermore in heaven. Pardon our transgres- 
sions, and hear our prayers, and to Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, be endless glory. Amen. 



Twenty-fourth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 
OuB Father, who art in heaven, we, Thy children, 
prostrate ourselves before Thee, acknowledging 



160 S^nhh^lg Ctacj^ngs* 

our transgressions against Thy holy law, and 
seeking Thy pardon. Lord, turn not a deaf ear 
to our supplications, since we ask it for the sake 
of Thy Son Jesus Christ. We know that Thou 
wilt hear and answer all who approach Thee in 
His name. Send Thy Spirit into our hearts to 
strive against the sinful inclinations which so 
abound there, causing us constantly to act in 
opposition to Thy holy law, and to ofifend Thy 
Divine Majesty. Give us now a right frame of 
mind for Thy service, so that we may benefit by 
what we are going to hear. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE. 
Galatians v. 

HYkN. 
Our hearts to sin so much are prone. 

All wicked ways so much we love, 
E*en our good thoughts are not our own, 

They're sent by God from heaven above. 

Lord, send Thy Spirit from on high, 

Subdue with it my evil will. 
In every season be Thou nigh. 

To help me, guard me, guide me still. 

SERMON. 

RoMAj^s viii. 26: " Liketvise the Spirit also 
helpeth owr infirmities : for we know not what 
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we should pray for as we ought : hut the Spirit 
itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered.** 

I pointed out to you, how utterly impossible 
it was for you to have done anything yourselves 
which could have saved your souls from the 
punishment they so justly merit, and the 
immense debt of gratitude you owe to your 
Saviour, Jesus, for having satisfied offended 
justice on your behalf, so that you should 
constantly show by your lives your love to Him. 
To-day I shall endeavour to make you under- 
stand how very dependent you ai^e upon your 
God, not being able to think a good thought of 
yourselves, not knowing even what you should 
pray for as you ought without His help. Man, 
since the Fall, has been so wicked, that he does 
nothing but devise evil continually ; his thoughts, 
words, and actions being all sinful. The natural 
bent of our inclinations is to evil ; we love the 
world, and serve Satan — that cruel taskmaster, 
that enemy who goes about seeking our souls 
merely that he may have them to throw into 
endless torment. Yet we naturally prefer his 
service to that of our Maker and Bedeemer, who 
offers us the gift of eternal life. How evil is 
the heart of man ! Even when the still small 
voice, speaking within, points out to us the 
folly of preferring the wages of sin, which is 
death, and bids us seek higher enjoyments than 

M 
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those of this world, so loud is the strife of onr 
wicked contending passions to be attended to 
that the small voice is scarcely heard, and 
often not heeded, for we all can say with the 
Apostle Paul, " For that which I do I allow not : 
for what I would, that do I not : but what I 
hate, that do I. For I know that in me (that is, 
in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing : for to will is 
present with me ; but how to perform that which 
is good I find not. For the good that I would 
I do not : but the evil which I would not, that I 
do "— (Eom. vii. 15, 18, 19.) In this sad state 
what should we do without help? But God 
has not left us thus unaided to be the prey 
of Satan. He who came into this world to 
die for us did not leave us without help for 
" every time of need." When addressing His 
disciples before His death. He tells them He 
will not leave them comfortless, but will send 
the Holy Ghost to abide with them for ever. 
"And I will pray the Father, and He shall 
give you another Comforter, that He may abide 
with you for ever ; even the Spirit of truth ; 
whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth 
Him not, neither knoweth Him : but ye know 
Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall 
be in you" — (John xiv. 16, 17.) Now I have 
before explained to you about the Holy Ghost, 
which I hope you remember — this is the 
** Spirit," which " helpeth our infirmities." 



It strives within us against sin. The Spirit of 
God helps us in various ways. It directs us in 
the right path, and teaches us how to discern 
the evil from the good. " And thine ears shall 
hear a word hehind thee, saying, This is the 
way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right 
hand, and when ye turn to the left " — (Isa. xxx. 
21.) " Now we have received, not the spirit of 
the world, hut the Spirit which is of God; that we 
might know the things that are freely given to 
us of God "—(1 Cor. ii. 12.) " The Holy 
Ghost shall teach you " — (Luke xii. 12.) Ttis 
Holy Spirit is given to all them that helieve, 
and to those who ask for it more abundantly. 
It will enable you so eflfectually to overcome the 
wicked propensities of your nature, that they 
shall not have the dominion over you. The 
heart of man, as I before said, is so evil that 
there is (even in those who most desire to love 
God) a perpetual warfare going on within, the 
evil with the good. See to it that the former 
does not gain the mastery, " For if ye live 
after the flesh, ye shall die : but if ye iJirough 
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye 
shall live" — (Eom. viii. 13.) In the chapter 
which you read to-day St. Paul exhorts the 
Galatians to " walk in the Spirit," telling them 
that then they would not be permitted to do 
that which is evil "—(Gal. v. 16, 17.) " This I 
say, then. Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not 
M 2 
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fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh: and these are contrary the one to the 
other : so that ye cannot do the things that ye 
would." You should pray earnestly for this 
Holy Spirit to dwell in your hearts, and then 
fear not but that at last you will conquer your 
powerful enemies, for it is sent as an '^ earnest " 
of your salvation — a proof of God's love for you. 
You believe in Christ Jesus as your Saviour,. He 
therefore sends His Spirit to lead you in the 
right way. It is thus that the Good Shepherd 
watches over the sheep of His fold, and gently 
draws the wanderers to His bosom. Be assured, 
if the Spirit of God dwells within you, you 
belong to Him, and will, after this life, be 
taken to dwell with Him for ever in glory — 
(Eph. i. 13, 14.) "In whom (viz., Christ) 
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with 
that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest 
of our inheritance until the red^inption of the 
purchased possession, unto the praise of His 
glory." You must pray constantly also for this 
" gift of God," and your minds will be enlight- 
ened. No human learning can enable you to 
understand the things relating to the welfare of 
your souls, as the Spirit which is above can do. 
Under its influences the Bible will appear a 
different book to what it did before. You will 
feel its preciousness, and "the hidden treasures" 
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of the Gospel will be open to your eyes. Oh ! 
pray, therefore, "that He would grant you, 
according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened with might by His Spirit in the 
inner man; that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend 
with all saints what is the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height ; and to know the loye 
of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye 
might be filled with all the fulness of God " — 
(Eph. iii. 16 — 19.) Nor are you left alone to 
make supplication for yourselyes, for "the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered." "Now, unto 
Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us, unto Him be glory. 
Amen — (Eph. iii. 20, 21.) Let us pray. 

Oh Most High God, our Maker (and as Christ) 
our Bedeemer, Thou who didst die for us, and 
who didst promise to send the Comforter to 
dwell in our hearts, fulfil now Thy gracious 
promise, and pour down Thy Spirit upon us, 
that we may pray to Thee aright. Lord, Thou 
hast bought us. Thou hast redeemed our souls 
from the power of Satan, and as Thou knowest 
all things, Thou art acquainted with the con- 
stant warfare going on within: our sinful 
inclinations are numerous and powerful, and we 
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constantly need the counterbalancing influence 
of Thy Holy Spirit to check them, and keep them 
in subjection. Let them not, oh God, haye the 
dominion oyer us, we pray Thee, that we may 
not be their slaves, and we look to Thee for help 
to subdue them. Thou art a very merciful 
Father to Thy children, loving us and watching 
over us at all times, and providing for all our 
necessities, both in those things that concern 
the body and in those that respect the soul. Oh 
Lord, leave us not comfortless, but let Thy Holy 
Spirit both plead with Thee for vs, and within 
U8. Hear our prayers, and grant what we ask, 
for the sake of Thy Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



Twenty-fifth Sunday. 

PRAYER. 

With humility, oh Lord, we would approach 
Thy Divine Majesty, feeling our sinfulness, and 
knowing that it cannot be hid from Thee. We 
confess our numerous transgressions against 
Thee, and we earnestly pray for Thy pardon. 
Wipe out our offences, oh Lord, we beseech 
Thee, and at the same time grant us Thy help. 
Send Thy Spirit into our hearts, to dwell there, 
that through its influences we may be enabled 
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to keep in subjection our wicked passions, for 
the sake of our Lord and Bedeemer, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

SCEIPTUBE. 
Psalm xciv. 

HYMN. 

Man seeth not as God can see, 
Man only views the outward part ; 
But nought is hidden, Lord, from Thee, 
Thou Searcher of the inmost heart. 

Then try me, Lord, search well my heart, 
And see what wicked things there lurk ; 
Bid every sin from thence depart, 
Complete in me Thine own good work. 

SEEMON. 

1 Chronicles xxviii. 9 : " And thou, Solomon 
my son, know thou the God of thy father, and 
serve Him with a perfect heart and tvith a wiUing 
mind : for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and 
understandeth all the imaginations of the 
thoughts : if thou seek Him, He unll be found 
of thee ; hut if thou forsake Him, He will 
cast thee off for ever,'' 

David (who, from his love to God, was called 
the man after God's heart), had been raised by 
the Almighty from a shepherd-boy to be the 
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king of Israel. He was the Son of Jesse. 
Samuel, the prophet, had been commanded by 
God to go and anoint the future king of Israel, 
telling him to go to Jesse, the Bethlehemite, for 
that he had provided a king from among his 
sons. Jesse was the father of eight sons, 
and when Samuel saw Eliab, the eldest, his 
height and the beauty of his countenance struck 
him so much that he imagined that he it must 
be whom the Lord had chosen to be king, and 
he said, " Surely the Lord's anointed is before 
him ; '* but the Lord said unto him, " Look not 
on his countenance, or on the height of his 
stature ; because I have refused him : for the 
Lord seeth not as man seeth ; for man looketh 
on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh 
on the heart *' — (1 Sam. xvi. 6, 7). Abinadab, 
Shammah, and the other four sons of Jesse, 
were made to pass before Samuel, but not one 
of these was it that God had chosen to be king. 
No ; Dayid, the youngest, was the one intended 
by the Almighty to fill the throne of Israel, 
And so little had his fatiier considered it likely 
that the honour should have been appointed for 
him, that he had not shown him up with his 
other sons. Nor was it till Jesse had been 
closely questioned by Samuel to know if indeed 
he had beheld all his sons, that David's name 
was mentioned, and he was sent for. But David 
it was who was the chosen of the Lord, for God, 



indeed, sees not with man's limited yision^ he 
being able only to perceive things from their 
outward appearance, but God searches into the 
inmost recesses of the heart, and is well 
acquainted with every thought that is passing 
there. It is on this subject that I am going to 
address you to-day, and I wish you to feel deeply 
how constantly you live, as it were, in the 
presence of your Almighty Maker ; every 
thought of your heart being bare to His omni- 
scient eye. The text which I have chosen is 
part of David's address to his son Solomon, who 
was to be his successor to the throne. David 
having served God faithfully himself, and having 
felt the blessedness of so doing, was anxious 
that after his death Solomon should do so like- 
wise, and he endeavoured to impress his mind 
strongly with the necessity o{ purity of heart, as 
•God knows every thought passing in the mind 
of man. The wisdom of serving God I have 
before pointed out to you. You cannot be happy 
even in. this life without doing so, since none of 
the enjoyments of the world carry any true 
pleasure with them, if unaccompanied by 
religion. Unless you love God, you cannot be 
happy. Gratitude demands that you should love 
Him, for the very breath you draw is His. He 
gave you life, and He can deprive you of it at 
any moment He pleases. All you have is His, 
and as Christ, He bought your souls with His 
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blood. Oh never forget this, and then you must 
love Him ! But the service He requires of you 
is a wiUing service. David pointed out to 
Solomon the way in which he must serve God, 
*' with a perfect heart and a willing mind.'* This 
is the service in which God delights. It is the 
only kind He will acknowledge. Our duties to 
Him must not be fulfilled as tasks imposed upon 
us by a severe master. He does not call us 
slaves (poor insignificant beings although we 
are), but He condescends to bid us address Him 
as our Father ; and as children approach a kind 
earthly parent, so should we draw near in all 
love and gratitude to a God of such wondrous 
mercy and compassion ! It would pass very 
well, perhaps, in the eyes of a fellow-creature to 
act as did the Scribes and Pharisees of old, for 
" a show to make long prayers," and in public to 
be very strict in the performance of religious 
duties, but it will not do with God. By per- 
forming kind acts, and paying attention to your 
fellow-mortals, you may succeed in making them 
believe that you love them, although that may 
not be the case ; but no outward attention to the 
forms of religion will deceive your Maker into 
the belief that you love His service if you do 
not, for He knows your heart, not a single 
thought is hid from Him. Thus God speaks, 
'* I know the things that come into your mind, 
every one of them" — (Ezekiel xi. 5). After 
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Solomon was made Mng, in a prayer which he 
addresses to God, he thus acknowledges His 
omniscience : ^* Thou only knowest the heart of 
the children of men " — (2 Chron. vi. 30). 
When the apostles wished to appoint another 
in the place of Judas> after he had destroyed 
himself, before casting lots they thus prayed, 
** Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all 
men, show whether of these two Thou hast 
chosen *' — (Acts i. 24). St. Paul, in his epistle 
to the Hebrews, thus speaks to them of God : 
'^ Neither is thereany creature that isnot manifest 
in His sight : but all things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of Him with whom we haye to 
do " — (Heb. iy. 13.) God knows every motive 
that induces you to act, far better than even you 
know it yourself, for the heart is very " deceitful,'* 
and being " desperately wicked," it requires the 
closest watching lest it lead you into evil. You 
should frequently examine the motives that 
prompt you to act. Bemember, God knows 
them. Sometimes (not having done so) you 
may be under the belief that you have been 
performing a good action, or conducting yourself 
in a proper manner, when, if you were to search 
the inmost recesses of your heart, and deal 
faithfully with yourself, you would see things 
in a different light, and be humbled in the 
dust, knowing that your God is a judge that 
looks into the very heart. " All the ways of a 
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man are clean in his own eyes ; but the Lord 
weigheth the spirits " — (Prov. xvi. 2). "Hell 
and destruction are before the Lord; how much 
more then the hearts of the children of men?" 
— (Prov. XV. 11). He also rewards every one 
according to their deeds. " If thou seek Him, 
He will be found of thee ; but if thou forsake 
Him, He will cast thee off for ever." In 
Jeremiah xvii. 10, it is thus written : " I the 
Lord search the heart, I try the reins, even to 
give every man according to his ways." Oh, 
then how necessary it is to keep a constant 
guard over our hearts ; to see that our intentions 
and motives are pure ; to pray for His Spirit to 
lead us, otherwise our service can never be 
acceptable to Him who weighs and considers 
the inmost thoughts. Amen. — ^Let us pray. 

Oh Lord, Thou Searcher of the heart, from 
whom nothing can be hid, how shall we approach 
Thy presence ? Enable us to do so with reve- 
rence and godly fear. We tremble, oh God, 
before Thee when we consider Thy omniscient 
power, when we think that every wicked thought 
of our minds is open to Thy view. Send us 
Thy Holy Spirit, we beseech Thee, that we may 
be sincerely desirous to do that which is well- 
pleasing to Thee. Take our evil hearts, and 
mould them according to Thy will. May love 
to Thee abound there ; and although from the 
grovelling disposition of our fallen nature, our 



sins will ever be numerous, may deep contrition 
be found for them. We bless Thee, oh God, 
that Thou art so merciful that Thou wilt not 
deal with us according to our sins, neither 
reward us after our iniquities, for Thy Son has 
paid the price for our redemption, and all will 
be accepted for His sake who put their trust in 
Him. To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be 
endless glory. Amen. 



Twenty-sixth Sunday. 

PEAYEE. 

Help us, oh God, to appear before Thee as 
we ought, with deep humility and penitence for 
the sins we have committed, and a fervent desire 
to serve Thee more faithfully for the future. 
Oh send thy Spirit into our wandering hearts, 
that we may be prevented from so often leaving 
the service of our God, to whom justly belongs 
all we have, for it is from Thee that we have 
received everything, to be employed to Thy 
honour and glory and for our own happiness. 
Alas ! how often have we rather rendered obe- 
dience to Satan and our evil passions than to 
Thee; yet forgive us, oh Lord, we earnestly 
entreat, for the sake of Thy Son, our Saviour. 
Amen. 



174 S^Khhvils Cjeacj^ngs. 

SCEIPTURE. 
Acts T. 1—25. 

HYMN, 

Let tmth reign in thine inmost hearty 

For thus the Lord declares, 
That he who from this law departs 

Th' eternal yengeance dares. 

Satan the father is of lies, 
And those his offspring prove 

Who by their deeds or words despise 
That truth which all should love. 

Lord keep us, then, from this vile sin. 
We falsehood's ways would flee ; 

May no deceit e'er lurk within 
To draw down wrath from thee. ' 

SEEMON. 

Zeohabiah viii. 16, 17. " These cure the things 
that ye shaU do ; Speak ye every roan the truth 
to his neighbour ; execute the judgment of truth 
and peace in your gates ; and let none of you 
imagine evU in your hearts against his neigh- 
bour; and love no false oath : for all these are 
things that I hate, saiththe Lord.** 

Falsehood in all its varied forms is hateful to 
the Almighty. He is a God of truth, and lying 



lips are His abomination. Lying is a great sin, 
and it is one into which we are very apt to fall. 
It was one of the first committed, for after Adam 
had eaten of the forbidden fruit, when God 
called him, he immediately answered Him with 
a lie. This is the way Satan generally acts by 
ns; he tempts ns to do what is wrong, and 
when we find ourselves placed in circumstances 
of difficulty, being caught in the net he spread 
for us, he immediately suggests that a lie will 
put it all right, and we shall thereby escape 
detection, thus winding the net more^firmly 
around us. Many are apt to indulge in this 
vice without considering how offensive it is to 
God ; and this may be particularly remarked of 
young persons. It ip one of the first vices our 
human nature falls into, one to Which it is par- 
ticularly prone. The Psalmist, in Speaking of 
the depravity of human nature, says, " They go 
astray as soon as they be bom, speaking lies" 
— (Psalm Iviii. 3.) The command of God is to 
avoid this crime, and I shall point out several 
texts of Scripture wherein it is delivered : " Lie 
not one to another " — (Col. iii. 9) ; " Where- 
fore, putting away lying, speak every man truth 
with his neighbour " — (Ephes. iv. 25) ; ' ' Neither 
lie one to another" — (Levit. xix. 11) ; " Keep 
thy tongue from evil and thy lips from speaking 
guile — (Psalm xzxiv. 13). There are many ways 
of acting deceitfully towards our neighbour 
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besides that of telling a direct lie. Many 
yonng persons have very mistaken notions of 
this sin, and think that if they only avoid 
telling a direct falsehood they have committed 
no crime. They surely forget that their God 
is a God of pnrity, hating every evil way, 
searching the heart, and weighing well the 
motives of every action ! By taking heed not 
to act contrary to the letter of those laws which 
are of human construction, many guilty persons 
have escaped punishment because it cannot be 
proved^ that they have transgressed the law; 
but at the Day of Judgment there will be no 
such chance of escape open to us. The law of 
God is perfect; there are no flaws in it by 
which the evil-doer can have an opportunity of 
avoiding just punishment. God, the heart- 
searching, all-seeing " God is judge Himself." 
Deceiving another without telling a direct false- 
hood is a very great sin indeed, for whoever 
does so is by it endeavouring (if I may use the 
term) to cheat the Almighty and evade His 
laws. To say the least of it, he is most shockingly 
deceiving himself , for while he is serving the 
father of lies, he imagines that the law of God 
remains unbroken. Such, however, is not the 
case; and if we search the Scriptures thoroughly, 
we shall find that we are not left in any doubt 
of the matter, for all kinds of falsehood and 
deceit are forbidden there. Indeed the text 



plainly shows this, but there is another passage 
of Scripture which demonstrates even more folly 
the requirements of God in this particular, for 
in Psalm li. 6 it is written, "Thou desirest 
truth in the inward parts." There are so many 
forms of this yice that it is almost impossible to 
enumerate the whole of them, but I will name 
some of the principal. Boasting is a form of 
fidsehood, and it is very hateful, for not only 
does a boaster outstep the truth by making 
! himself out to be more than he is, but he is 

feeding his vanity and self-love at the same 
j time. " Let another man praise thee, and not 

I thine own mouth ; a stranger, and not thine own 

I lips" — (Proverbs xxvii. 2.) Exaggeration is 

also another form of this vice, and it is a fault 
young people are very apt to fall into. Eemem- 
ber, when you are relating any circumstance, to 
be very careful in this particular, for if you 
describe a thing as being greater, or less, or 
more wonderful than it is, you are going beyond 
the truth, and offending God. Flattery is 
another form of falsehood, for by telling others 
they are better than we think them to be, we 
are not speaking the truth to our neighbour. 
"A flattering mouth worketh ruin'* — (Prov. 
xxvi. 28.) It is not well always (and especially 
for young persons) to give an opinion, but if 
particularly asked for it, speak the truth. If you 
think that what you are obliged to say will not 
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be agreeable, say it as kindly as yon can, or ask 
to be excused from giving an opinion, but never 
at any time tell a falsehood, even though it may 
appear to you that you would be doing good. 
That is not permitted to us, for we may not 
"do evil that good may come," as St. Paul 
teaches in his Epistle to the Romans — (iii. 8). 
If you break a promise you have made, you tell 
a lie, and are not doing what God requires in 
the words of our text, for His command is, 
" Speak ye every man the truth to his neigh- 
bour.'' Promises are often readily made^ and 
how frequently are they broken ! You should 
never, my dear children, promise to do anything 
without thinking well beforehand, for if you 
enter into an engagement to do anything, you 
must either perform your promise or break your 
word, and you cannot break your word without 
at the same time breaking God's laws and 
offending Him ; " for all these are the things 
that I hate, saith the Lord." A lie also may 
be told in jest, and though it may not be 
intended to injure any one, yet it is wrong, 
and it shows that we must be very fond of sin 
indeed when we commit it merely for an amuse- 
ment. At such times we forget that we shall 
have to give an account of every idle word we 
have uttered ; besides, though we may intend to 
do no harm, it does not always happen that a 
lie told in sport is harmless. It is indeed a 
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very dangerous amnsement, both to ourselves 
and others. In Proverbs xxvi. 18, 19 you 
will read what Solomon says on this subject: 
''As a madman who casteth firebrands, arrows, 
and death, so is the man that deceiveth his 
neighbour and saith, Am I not in sport?" 
There are many other ways of telling falsehoods 
which I cannot now enumerate, but knowing 
that everything opposed to the strict truth, 
both in the letter and in the spirit, is hateful 
to God, you can want no other guide than that 
you have in your own bosoms. Falsehood 
cannot eventually prosper, although for a time 
it may go unpunished. It is like counterfeit 
gold or silver money — for a short period it may 
pass as real, but it cannot long stand the test 
when it comes to be used, for in a little while 
the deception is found out; and so '' a lying 
tongue is but for a moment " — (Prov. xii. 19). 
Even "the getting of treasures by a lying 
tongue is a vanity tossed to and fro of them 
that seek death" — (Prov. xxi. 6.) There is an 
awful instance recorded in Scripture of two 
persons on whom the vengeance of the 
Almighty fell for this crime — I mean Ananias 
and Sapphica, who, as you read, were both 
struck dead with a lie on their tongues. Gehazi, 
the servant of Elisha, for telling a lie in order 
to gain something from Naaman, met with 
immediate and severe punishment for his crime. 
N 2 
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An account of this you can read in 2 Kings y. 
And if we commit the same sin of which they 
were guilty, why should not the same punish- 
ment be awarded to us also ? How can we tell 
that God may not see fit that such should be 
the case ? Even if, in His infinite compassion, 
we are spared, unless we repent what will here- 
after be our doom ? Look at Bey. xxi. 8 : *' All 
liars shall have their part in the lake which 
bumeth with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death." And to show how hateful is 
this yice in the eyes of the Almighty, liars are 
classed even with murderers and idolators; none 
of these can enter heayen, they are "without" 
the gates of that blessed city. Bev. xxii. 15 : 
"For without are dogs and sorcerers, and whore- 
mongers and idolators, and whosoeyer loyeth 
and maketh a lie." Oh, avoid telling a lie as 
you would avoid drinking poison ; the one may 
kiU the body, but the other will destroy the 
soul, for " they that observe lying vanities for- 
sake their own mercy" — (Jonah ii. 8.) The 
devil, that father of lies, having taught his 
miserable disciples to deceive others, will at last 
persuade them into deceiving themselves, and 
they will perish everlastingly. However hardly 
you may be pressed, boldly and nobly speak the 
truth at all times, for though you may be blamed 
for a time, yet eventually you will prosper ; for 
God's promise is that " the lip of truth shall be 
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estabKshed for ever" — (Prov. xii. 19.) Pray to 
God in the words of the Psahnist — (Psahn cxix, 
29) ; " Remove from me the way of lying," and 
He will answer your prayer, so shall you do none 
of those things that so frequently His holy words 
declare are an abomination. Amen. 
Let us pray. 
Oh God of truth and justice. Thou hater of 
every false and evil way, look down in mercy 
upon us, and hear our prayers while we beg of 
Thee to remove far from us vanity and lies, and 
all else that is hateful to Thee. Thou desirest 
truth in the inward parts, oh, therefore, in our 
hearts may we regard it, and may we never be 
amongst that number who because they have 
loved and made lies, are banished from Thy 
presence for ever, and have their part in the lake 
that bumeth with fire and brimstone. Lead us, 
oh our Almighty guide, in the right path, and 
preserve us from all wickedness. Cleanse our 
hearts by Thy Holy Spirit from above that we 
may be enabled to choose the good and forsake 
the evil. We would not offend Thee, oh prevent 
our doing so. Bless our instructions and the 
reading of Thy holy word to our minds, and 
continue to us Thy kind care while we live, 
and love us for the sake of our dear Saviour. 
Amen. 
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